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SOLITARY WALKS: 


TO WHICH ARE ADDED, THE 


CONSOLATIONS or RELIGION 


2 


IN THE * 
VIEWS or DEATH Ax D LOSS or FRIENDS, 


A Funèreal Appaess on the late 


Rev. EDWARD HITCHIN, B. D. 


WITH 


POETICAL MEDITATIONS, 


WRITTEN AMONG THE TOMBS. 


1 — * — 


How bleſt the man ! who ſick of gaudy ſcenes, 
Is led by choice to take his favourite walk 
Amidſt death's gloomy filent cypreſs ſhades, 
To read his monuments, to weigh his duſt, 
Viſit the vaults, and dwell among the tombs, Dr. YouxG, 


Diſce wivere et memento mort. 


ts. — — 


L ON D © N: 


Printed for W. Oratpor, behind the New Church, in the 
Strand; J. BucxLAND, No. 57, Pater-Noſter-Row; G. 
Kirn, Grace-Church-Street; KI Tc and Co. No. 59, 
Holborn-Hill; and S. CAN DER, at Holborn- Bars. 


MDCCLXXIV, 


PRE FACE. 


HE following treatiſes, (written by 
a private Gentleman deſirous of 
promoting piety and virtue in this 
licentious age, and a ſincere well-wiſher 
to all true chriſtians of every denomi- 
nation) are earneſtly recommended to 
thoſe who wiſh to live happily and 
die comfortably, in the pleaſing aſſur- 
ance, That Godlineſs hath the promiſe 
of this life, and that which is to come. 
Whether this publication has any claim 
to merit, is left to the impartial de- 
termination of the religious few, 

Man, as a rational being, endow'd 
with an immortal ſoul, ad form'd for 
an eternal duration, ſhould make ſerious 

reflection 


| 
| 
| 
| 
F 
| 
| 


Peres | 
reflection his daily employ, eſpecially | 
as all things around him intimate decay; | 
his fellow-creatures dropping off con- 
tinually into the ſilent grave, warn him 
to prepare for his own departure; the 
ſacred writings aſſure him of a world 
to come, how reaſonable then is a life 
of piety and meditation; though too 
many in the preſent day, by their 
actions, evidence their infidelity and 
profaneneſs, and live as if they were 
created for no other purpoſe than to 
eat, drink and fleep, or merely to gratify 
their ſenſual appetites and paſſions, 
(which they have in common with the 
brutes that periſh) it will be the chief 
ſtudy and concern of the thinking and 
ſerious part of mankind to know what 
they have to truſt to when they are 
diſrob'd of mortal and put on the gar- 
ments. of immortaſity. That there is a 
future 


5 
my 


PREFACE. v 
future ſtate few, if any, will be ſo bold 
as to deny, tho' they may ſeem (or wiſh) 
to diſbelieve it; the preſent unequal 
diſtribution of rewards and puniſhments 


in this, world, together with the conſtant 


thirſt and deſire in man after ſome future 
good, prove the neceſſity as well as 
certainty of it. If then there is an 
hereafter, an eternity of happineſs and 


' miſery beyond the grave, and if religion 


will intitle us to the former, and impiety 
ſubject us to the latter, how earneſt and 
ſolicitous ſhould we be to know the 
things which belong to our peace, before 
they are for ever hid from our eyes, how 
careful of not encouraging evil thoughts, 
keeping bad company, and falling-in 
with ſinful compliances; for whether 
we regard or ſlight the important truth, 
there is, undoubtedly, a time approach- 
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As the tree falls ſo it muſt lie, as death 
leaves us judgment will find us. That 
every Reader may be found of Gop 


ing, when theſe our corruptible bodies 
muſt put on incorruption, and we ſhall be 
for ever with the Lok D, or with devils+; 


in peace in that awful and deciſive 


day, is the ſincere and-earneſt prayer of 
the Author, 
G. W. 


% 


+ See the Pathetic Addreſs, 


TAS TA 


P. 13. line 13. read /ucce/; A. 
P. 14. line 1: read excite, 


Advertiſement. 


HE true chriſtian was born an the city if 
Regeneration, in the pariſh of Repentance 
unto Life; he was educated in the ſchool of Obe- 
dience, and now lives on the plain of Perſeverance; 
he works at the trade of Diligence, ( notwith- 


OD flanding he has a large eflate in the county of 
ive Chriſtian Contentment) and daily practiſes the 
art of Self-Denial; he wears the plain garment 


of Humility, but has a better ſuit to put on 
when he goes to court, call'd the robe of CHRIST'S 
Righteouſneſs ; he often. walks in the valley of 
. Self- Abaſement, ſometimes climbs the mountain of 
Spiritual-Mindedneſs, and thro” the teleſcope of 
Faith, views the promi#'d land afar off; be break- 
faſts every morning and ſups every evening on the 
ſource of Spirituat Prayer; he has meat to eat 
which the world knoweth nothing of, and his drink 
is the ſincere milk of the word; in fine, he 
Aver believing in CHRIST, and dies in the joyful 
and animating hopes of a bleſſed Reſurrection *, 


* ů — 


* RouAxs viii 38, 39, 


S 
COOLITARY Walks, er a viſit tothe graves 
of departed friends ; in three books, Page 3. 
A walk in a country church-yard by moonlight, alter d 

from Parnell's night-piece on death, — p. 69. 
The grave fiript of at's terrors, a poem by @ Lady, 
with alterations. — — p. 73. 
The conſolations of religian in the views of death 
and the tos of friends, @ pathetic, Fungreal and 
intere/ling addreſs on the late Rev. Edward 
Hitchin, B. D. — — P- 81. 
An original painting, or a flriking likeneſs of one 
ho truly lives unto the LORD, with a ſolemn 
ejaculation for the daily uſe of the ſerious 
chriſtian. — — p. 115. 
Poetica! meditations written among the tombs in 
Bunhill-Fields. — — p. 121. 
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THE ARGUMENT, 


=>" SIE 5 OECD ISI 


A ſummer's evening deſcribd; a walk mio Bunhill- 

Fields ; reflections on the numerous inſcriptions 
| the tomb of a friend, with his character; the 
eur:tten anatomy of a chriſtian; the ſeveral 
relations we paſs thro” in life open d up and 
enlarg'd on; who are real chriſtians pointed out, 
rules to kn: them ly; the arrival of a funeral, 
the ceremeny attending it, the admonition it 
anculcates; the author's defire; a particular 
inſcription taken notice F; meditations on the 
value of the foul, concluding with earneſt per- f 
ſagſſons to be mindful of it. 
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BOOK I. 


XX M NE ſummer's evening, when the 
O & weſtern clouds in variegated robes of 
NW gold and purple ſpoke declining day *, 
I left the noiſy town and it's gay 
inhabitants for the ſilence of the verdant fields, 
and the ſequeſter'd enjoyments of ſtudy and 
meditation ; longing to be freed from the cares 
and tumults of the crowded city, I haften'd to 


— 
— — 


—W illumin'd wide 
The dewy ſkirted clouds imbibe the ſun, 
And thro? their lucid veil his ſoften'd force 
Shed o'er the peaceful world, Tuoursox's Autumn, 
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the flowery meads, the peaceful abodes of ſoli- 
tude and retirement ; paſſing in my way thither 
by a well known repoſitory of the dead, I was 
deſirous of peruſing it's numerous leſſons of 
mortality, engraven on tablets of monumental 
ſtones; the doors were thrown open to receive 


an expected funeral, and my curioſity prompted 
ine to enter 
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To read the monuments, - to weigh my duſt. 
Viiit the vauits and dwell among the tombs. 


4 | \ - YOUNG, 


| The path which I travers'd thro? this dreary 
1 manſion of the deceas'd, was crowded on 
either ſide with graves of every length, in- 

x ſcriptions of every age, and tombs of rich and 
| poor; a fight ſo awſul and affecting could not 
but impreſs my mind with “ thoughts ſedate 
as the cloſing day and ſolemn as the face of 
e things“. —Loſt to the world and it's de- 


1K — 


* In many parts of the following treatiſe, the reader will 
obſerve ſome humble imitations of the Rev, and ingenious 
Mr. Hzzver's language, ſo juſtly admir'd, 
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luding pleaſures, ſurrounded with ſuch numbers 
of ſculptur'd images, inculcating that ſage re- 
mark, life how uncertain, death how ſure ; 
wrapt up in the contemplation of the vanity 
and nothingneſs of all terreſtial things, re- 
flecting on the brevity of our beſt enjoyments 
here below, and the duration of a future ſtare 
beyond the grave, I lifted my eyes to Heaven, 
and cry'd in the language of the inſpir'd Pſalmiſt, 
LokD, teach me the meaſure of my days, that I 
may knzw hero frail I am; a prayer the beſt 
adapted to an immortal being on the confnes 
cf eternity, and approaching nearer, every mo- 
ment, the borders of an unknown world“. 
Advancing towards the centre of this exten- 
ſive receptacle of mouldering fleſh, 1 was ſtruck 
with the various and repeated admonitions to 
conſider my latter end, look'd on them as ſo 
many mementos of my own diſſolution, and 
faithful witneſſes to the frailty of man; fill'd 


—— 


* ,+ + + + + + 4A dread eternity, how ſurely mine! 
And can eternity belong to me, 
Poor penſioner on the bounties of an hour? Yovuxs, 
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with theſe important and intereſting meditations, | 
I trod with concern over the aſhes of once | 
lov'd relatives, and dropt a willing tear to the 
remembrance of departed friends. Here, ſaid I, 
turning to the tomb of one who was dear to 
me in life, lies mixing with it's native clay all 
that was mortal of the pious Oreſtes; let me 
take a ſurvey of his character, and by imitation 
make it my own: After an account of his 
name, age, and year of his death, 'tis added, 
a duiiful ſon, a tender. huſband, an indulgent 
parent, a worthy maſter, a ſincere friend, 
which ſeveral epithets are ſum'd up at the 
bottom of the inſcription in that one moſt 
comprehenſive appellation, a real chriſtian, 
Exalted title ! the higheſt a mortal can attain 
to while on earth, the only one believers aſpire 
after out of Heaven *; here you have a picture 
of true greatneis and nobility, worthy the 
notice. of the moſt dignified and affluent, and 
deſerving univerſal acceptance and eſteem ; may 
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* Chriſtian is the higheſt ſtile of man. vou Nd. 
every 
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every one conſider how much it holds forth, 
and conſtantly endeavour to be what it repre- 
ſents; in a word, herein you have a full length 
portrait of a child of Gop, or the written 
anatomy of a true believer, Let us examine 
the character in it's ſeveral parts, with the 
duties of thoſe different relations it contains, 
and then ſee how much we deſerve it ourſelves. 

He was a dutiful fon, not only ſenſible of 
but ſhewing that eſteem and reverence due to 
the authors of his being, under Gop, which 
is requir'd in the fifth command ; he was fully 
convinc'd of his many obligations to them for 
their care, education and inſtructions, while in 
a ſtate of non-age and puerility, and therefore 


it was his daily ftudy and delight to make their 


admonitions the rule of his life, and their com- 
mands the objects of his obedience ; he always 
conſulted with them in matters of importance, 
and well perſuaded of their wiſdom and expe- 
rience, readily follow'd their precepts and 
advice; happy the parents of ſuch a child, 
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whoſe love increaſes with his ripening years, 
and whoſe piety is evidenc'd by his life and con- 
verſation , 

He was a tender huſband, endearing relation, 


_ a ſtrong affection animated his breaſt, influenc'd 


his actions and appeared in his whole conduct 
and behaviour to the amiable partner and com- 
panion of his cares ; he anticipated her wants, 
ſhar'd willingly in her ſorrows, beheld her with 


heart- felt ſatisfaction and in the height of con- 
nubial happineſs, return'd with inward plea- 


ſure love for love; happy the wife of ſuch an 
huſband, who conſtantly endeavours to pro- 
mote her felicity, and whoſe virtue is ſecur'd by 
the dictates of religion. 

He was an indulgent parent, whoſe paternal 
regard for his offspring was manifeſt, in a ſoli- 
citous concern both for their temporal and eter- 
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* If parents would have their children pious, dutiful, vir- 
tuous and diſcreet, they ſhould practiſe the advice of the wiſe 
man, and enforce it by ſuitable admonitions and examples; 
Train up a child in the way he ſhould go, and when be is od be 
will not depart from it. PRrOvaR3s xxii. 6, 


nal 
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nal intereſt; whoſe locks were mildneſs and 


whoſe words were wiſdom, whoſe inſtructions 
were mix'd with prudence and complacency, 
and whole precepts were temper'd with reaſon 
and good nature ; who Jov'd his children with 
an impartial but not a blind affection, and was 
belov'd by them with all the ardency and reſpect 
of filial eſteem ; happy the children of ſuch a 
father, happy the father of ſuch children. 

He was a worthy maſter, whoſe affable de- 
portment and behaviour, endear'd him to his 
domeſticks, and made his ſervitude a perfect 
freedom; who was ever deſirous of leading them 
into the ways of piety and virtue, and recom- 
mending the practice of diligence, fobriety and 
religion, by an example every way worthy the 
man and chriſtian, and truly deſerving univerſal 
imitation ; happy the ſervants of ſuch a maſter, 
whoſe injunctions ate accompanied with bene- 
volence and diſcretion, and in whoſe ſervice 
they may learn to felicitate their immortality *. 


1575 
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If you would have good ſervants, be good maſters, 
Be not a man of words but deeds, 


Example (precepts) far exceeds, The Mizzos. 


He. 
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He was a ſincere friend, engaging character, 
deſirable acquiſition ! how invaluable a bleſſing 
but how ſeldom found ; like an apparition which 
moſt perſons talk of, but few ever ſaw; his 
aſſiſtance and advice was always ſalutary, wel- 
come and beneficial, he was ever ready to re- 
lieve the needy, help the diſtreſs'd, and ſympa- 
thize with the afflicted; ſuch a one will be gene- 
rous without oſtentation, free without reſerve, 
and liberal without prodigality; it will be his 
daily aim and deſire to be ſerviceable to his fel- 
low creatures in trouble, eſpecially to thoſe 
to whom he is united by the ties of friendſhip; 
happy the man who has ſuch a friend, on whom 
he may rely at all times with the greateſt ſafety, 
in whom he may repoſe his choiceſt ſecrets with- 
out diſtruſt, and whoſe whole behaviour is a 
proof of his ſincerity *. | 

In a word, he was a real chriſtian, glorious 
title, appellation heavenly and divine! do you 
aſk who are ſuch ? they who fill up the ſeveral 


_y 


* The qualities cf friendſhip are virtue, piety, good ſenſe 
and an equality of age and fortune, 
Where heart meets heart recipocrally ſoft, 
Each others pillow to repoſe divine, Dr, Voun o. 


ſtations 
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ſtations and relations they are placed in, to the 
bonour of their Creator, the happineſs of their 
own ſouls, and the benefit of thoſe around them, 

Would you know, Reader, whether you are of 
that happy number ? examine your own heart, 
and enquire huw matters ſtand between you and 
your heavenly Father, you and your ſpiritual huſ- 
band, you and your divine maſter, you and your 
celeſtial everlaſting friend, a friend that ſticketh 
cloſer than a brother ; do you, or do you not 
act up to the above character? do you deſire and 
endeavour to merit the above comprehenſive ap- 
pellation; do you live holineſs as well as pro- 
feſs it? do you willingly commit any #nownr fin, 
or neglect the performance of any #n9wn duty? 
do you believe in JesUs CarIsT *? in a word, 
can you truly ſay that you love the LorD with 
all your heart, with all your ſoul and with all 
your mind, and your neighbour as your ſelf ? 
then be aſſured in the continuance of well 
doing you will meet at death the plaudit of 


— — ” 


* The ſcriptures expresſly declare, he that believeth in Jeſus 
Chriſt ſpall be ſaved, and be that belicucth not ſhall be damned. 
Marx xvi. 16 Journ xii, 46, 48. 
your 
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your Gop “*; but lo! the funeral is arrived, 
the corps followed by the miniſter, and a weep- 


ing train of afflicted relatives and friends. 


Slowly advances t'wards the opening tomb, 
«While weighty ſorrows nod on ev'ry plume”. 


WarrTs. 


Let me ſtep aſide and view the ſolemnity of 
it's interrment, ſurrounded by it's mourning 
attendants, and a promiſcuous croud of ſympa- 
thizing ſpectators ; it is carefully depoſited in 
the gloomy receſſes of corruption: after a few 
-minutes ſpent in a pathetic addreſs on the vanity 


and nothingneſs of all terreftial things, with ad- 
monitions to prepare ſor our approaching change, 
(as certain as it is unavoidable) an earneſt 
prayer for the guidance and direction of the moſt 


— 


* As the bones of the human frame connected together, 
form the ſkeleton of a man, ſo repentance, faith, hope, cha- 
rity, love, zeal, humility, patience, reſignation, hatred of 
ſin, purity of heart, and holineſs of life, all united together 
make a man a chriſtian ; but muſt be accompanied with prayer, 


the breath of the new creature, or they will prove fike a 
dead corps, lifeleſs and inactive. | 
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High to enable us to be in actual readineſs for 
the ſolemn and important hour of death, cloſes 
the awful ſcene : a ſcene the moſt mortifying to 
human pride and big with warning ind inftruc- 
„ don t, the deceaſcd I find upon enquiry, was a 


faithful ſervant of Chriſt, who had labcur'd 


TS, 
hald in the goſpel vineyard in that glorious em- 
y of Wl ploy of turning many ſons and daughters to 
ing BY righteouſneſs, and now I doubt not ſhines as the 
pa- WY ſun in the kingdom of his Lord and Maſter. He 
in bas left a diſconſolate widow and ſeveral child- 


ren with a numerous congregation who lately 
attended on his ſuccesful miniſtry, to lament his 


almoſt irreparable loſs, may the removal of ſuch 
bright and ſhining lights inthe church, ſuch uſe- 
ful and valuable members of ſociety, and ſuch 
diſtinguiſhing ornaments in their day and gene- 


1 


+ In the death of others we may ſee cur own mortality, 


and be taught to live more in the dau expectat ion cf and pre · 
paration for the hour of death, to which we all are haſteuing 
as faſt as the wings of time can carry us. 


ration, 


14 SOLITARY WALKS, 

ration, exite thoſe who ſurvive to greater dili- 
gence and activity in the honourable and delight- 
ful work: exert yourſelves ye heralds of the 
Prince of peace, ye champions of the King of 
, "7 in defending and promoting the cauſe 
and intereſt of your once dying, but now tri- 
umphant Saviour; cry aloud ye miniſters of Sion, 
4 my ye ambaſſadors of Jchovah, ſpare not, ſay unto 
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1 5 them who are of a fearful heart, be ſtrong, fear 
| 1160 not, rejoice in the Lord and in the power of his 
mk might; go on ye meſſengers of Heaven's Al- 


mighty Potentate, ye welcome preachers of glad 
tidings unto men, declare thro' every land the 
- joyful news, To us a ſon is born, to us a child is 
bY given, and the government is laid upon his ſhoulders, 
g | | ; iſ and he is called Wonderful, Councellor, the mighty 
1 God, the everlaſting Father and the Prince of 
1 peace * , 
Wo The language of every funeral we behold, and 
| the momentous admonition they inculcate, is in 
W. | the words of facred inſpiration, Be ye alſo ready, 
0 i __ 3 1 


_ 


* ISAIAH IX, vi. 


ili. 
ight n ye know nat the day nor ive hour in which the 
Tr an of man cometh ; methinks as I pals along theſe 


dreary manſions, J hear them reverberated from 
ſepulchre to ſepulchre®* ; well may it be ſaid 
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auſc 

'E when ſurveying the tombs of the young, the 
wy * .* * 

jon. honourable and the gay, Yerily man in his bft 
» In 2 . . 

11 Hate is altogetber vanity; while ſome are 
9 


eagerly purſuing riches, titles and renown, 
entitely regardleſs of their latter end, and others 
in the midſt of pleaſures, ſenſuality and diſſipa- 
tion are boaſting of to-morrow, unmindful of 
a future ſtate, may it be my ſolicitous endea- 
vour (as well as that of every reader) to be 
daily preparing to take my laſt farewel of all 
things here, and launch into an unknown 
world, where endleſs happineſs will be the 
aſſur'd portion of the real chriſtian, and eternal 
miſery that of the unbeliever 4. 


——_—__— 


* — 
— 


* The graves of once lov'd friends, relatives and acquain- 

tance naturally excite in the ſerious ſpeQator a pleaſing me- 

lancholy, and ſuggeſt refletions on the ſolemn change await- 
ing himſelf and all, 


T Marrutw xv, 46. 


On 
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On vonder ſtone, beneath the emblem of a 
crown of glory, appears an open'd book, with 
that encouraging directory, written in characters 
of gold, Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give 
thee a crown of life ; animating portion, worthy 
to be had in everlaſting remembrance, and de- 
ſerving the regard of all. 

It is expected of a ſteward that he is faithful ; 
every man is a ſteward over his own foul; 
let it then be the concern of thoſe who are 
(intruſted with ſo rich, everlaſting, and invalu- 
able a treaſure by the great LoRD of all) 
to ſhow their fidelity to the charge repos'd in 
them, by their daily circumſpection, religious 
life and unblameable converſation *. 

Conſider dirs the worth of your immortal 


ſouls, how great! how glorious! how aſto- 


niſhing ! 


That beam etherial, ſullied and abſorb'd. 


YOUNG, 


— — — 


— 


— 


® MATTHEW xvi, 26, 27. 


hat 


at 
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Il hat ſhall it profit a man, ſhould he gain the 
zhole world and loſe his own foul, or what ſhall a 
man give in exchange for his ſoul * ? the value of 
it is above worlds, the whole univerſe is too 
inſignificant to be put in competition with it; 
the price of it's ranſom from deſtruction was 
ſo high that a ſacrifice from Heaven only could 
procure it ; and art thou, reader, endow'd with 


uch an ineſtimable pearl of great price? a jewel 


coeval with eternity? O be careful of this 


celeſtial gift, be vigilant of this likeneſs of Gon 


in man (z): How joyful, welcome and ſerene 
muſt the evening of life be to one who has 
ſpent his time in ſuch contemplations as has 
made his being, what only it ſhould be, an 
education for a better life beyond the grave 
but, as BURNET in his Theory of the Earth 
very juſtly obſerves, We ſpend the day in 
„e trifles, and when night comes on, we throw 
&« ourſelves on the bed of folly, among broken 
« thoughts, fantaſtic dreams, and wild imagi- 
te nations; are not the capacities of man 


3K 


* Marräzw xvi. 26. (z) DEUTERONOMY iv. 9. 


e © form'd 
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4 form'd fer higher and more noble purſuits, 


<. employments and deſigns * let us then be 
adventurers for an endleſs aud. immortal crown, 
which ſhall endure, when nature's, ſelf decays, 
amidſt the wars, of elements, the wrecks of 
matter, and the cruſh of warlds:—But dack- 
neſs. with. her thick ning ſhades prevent my 
further reſearches into theſe ſilent abodes, while 
the dender graſs, wetted, with, dhe chilling dew, 
warns me to retire. 
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A life wicheut region and morality, is but an idle 
ſcepe of imaginary» pleaſures. and deln enjoyments 5 we 
complain ef the fboremgſs of lift, hut it is. in aur on power 
to make it long enough; far it ic with aur, time as with ow 

_—_ a frugal yo * a little go a great way. 
UNIVERSAL MENTOR, 


End of the FIRST Book. 
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ARGUMENT 


The walk renew'd, the time deſerib'd ; a quotaticn 
from the Rev. Mr. Hervey's Meditations; 
the propriety of ſerious reflection urg d, the 
benefits attending it enlarg'd on and enforcd; 
thoughts on entering the fields; epilaph on a 
youth ; early piety recommended from ſeveral 
conſiderations; the uncertainty of life, diſplay d 
in an inſcription on à perſon who died ſuddenly ; 


' @ vault with it's contents, what they ſuggeſt; 
Florimond, his character, life and death ; 
reflections in Weſtminſter-Abbey; concluſion. 


tation 
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ESIROUS' of renewing my meditations, 

I repair'd a ſecond time to wiſdom's 
ſchool; the ſun was haſt'ning to his weſtern 
goal, while the heavens redden'd with his, 
departing rays; the time reminded me of the 
late ingenious and devout Mr. HERveY's re- 
mark in a ſimilar fituation ; “ Nothing, ſays 
« he, can be more proper for a creature that 
« borders on eternity, and is haſtening con- 
« tinually to his final audit, than daily t ſlip 
« away from the circle of amuſements, and 
« frequently to relinquiſh the hurry of buſineſs, 
« in order to conſider and adjuſt the things 
C23 « that 
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« that belong to his peace.” Religion cor- 
roborates the propriety of the obſervation, and 
it is the duty and intereſt of every one to attend 
to it ; the neceſſity and importance of ſerious 
conſideration can be urg'd from no argument 
ſo ſtrong, momentous and perſuaſive as the 
ſhortneſs and uncertainty of our preſent exiſt- 
ence “, and the nearneſs and duration of a 
future unknown ſtate (z); did we but reflect 
oftener on the inſtability of all things here, and 
contemplate our readineſs to enter the eternal 
world, it would leſſen our deſires aſter earthly 
pleaſures, direct our affections to objects hea- 


venly and divine, convince us of the ſuperiority 
of a chriſtian courſe, and prepare us for our 
call to the regions of immortality. As a living 
man, deſtitute of breath, is an incongruity in 


® In death's uncertainty thy danger lies YovuNG. 


(x) Diſtruſt and darkneſs of a future ſtate 
Make poor mankind ſo fearful of their fate; 
Death in itſelf is nothing, but we fear 
To be we know not what, we know not where. 
Da vypx. 


nature, 


D. = g N * 5 p p * . * * r 4 1 * 
. * ; Ig 3 yy A n 
CCC ˙ A dan car EE. F r ee Pio tb 


cor - 


and 


ttend 
rious 
ment 
the 
exiſt- 
of a 
eflect 
and 
ernal 
rthly 
hea- 
ority 
our 
ving 
y in 


DEN. 


ure, 


SOLITARY WALRS. 


a 
1 


; 


. 
3 
I 
CS. 


converfe with Heaven “. 


Employ'd in thoughts like theſe, I enter'd 
the inſtrutive certetary all penfive and alone; 
a pleaſing melancholy fill'd my mind as I caft 
my eyes around and ſurveyd the almoſt innu- 
merable monuments in every part; here, Rid I, 
addreffing my foul, will thy dear companion, 
the body, ere long be laid, amongſt many of 
it's fellow corps, (in filence and forgot) to 
return to the duſt from whence it came, ro 
mingle with it's mother earth, and wait the 
lat reanimating trump (z), whilſt Thou, I 


noture, fo a chriſtian, without meditation, is 
a paradox in grace ; then ſtudy thy own heart 

reader, and know thyfelf; ſet apart forme 
a time every day to commune with thy ſdul, 
be feparated from the concerns of ſenſe, 
and retire a while from the buſmeſs of life to 


23 


* CoLosSIANS iii. 2. JAMES iii. 13. 


()) + 0 + « + Man but dives to death, 


Dives from the ſun in fairer day to riſe; 


The grave his ſub:erranean road to bliſs, 
I. ConiNTHIANS XV. 52. 
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humbly hope, thro' Grace, wilt be ſinging the 
ſong of Moſes and the LamsB with thouſands 
of the bleſſed ſpirits of juſt men made perfect, 
at the right-hand of thy Advocate and Judge. 

The Time is coming. when the graves ſhall 
be open'd, The trumpet ſhall ſound, aud the 
dead ſhall be rais'd incorruptible and we ſhall 
be chaug'd; awful fight! all nature ſhall be 
ranſack'd, the elements diſſolvd, and death 
itſelf ſwailow'd up in victory in that tremendous 
day ; horror and amazement, .unſpeakable terror 
and diſmay ſhall o'erwhelm the guilty ſoul, on 
the view of this general cataſtrophe of unnum- 
ber'd worlds *; while the opening Heavens and 
the everliving GoD appearing in ſplendor and 
majeſty unapproachable, to judge all nations, 
kindred and people, ſhall add a terrific gran- 
deur to the cloſing ſcene; and muſt 7 not only 
be a ſpectator but a part of that auguſt 
aſſembly which ſhall then be gather'd in the 
air, to hear the ſentence paſt on all for eternity ? 
O may it be my daily endeavour and concern 
to be always' ready for the ſolemn tranſition, 
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* The ſtars ſhall fall from Heaven, Rev, vi. 13, 14. 
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knowing That the Son of man cometh at à time 
I think nat . 

As I paſs amidſt ſurrounding tombs, the in · 
ſcriptions on either fide feem to addreſs me in 
the following language, Stop, Mortal here, and 
read an. undoubted proof of your own mortality 
in me; every one contains an aſſurance of the 
frailty and uncertainty of life, from the infant 
to old age, from the wealthy to the indigent, 
and from the noble to the unknown : On yon- 
der ſtone theſe lines attract my obſervation and 
demand regard ; 


Stop, gentle Youth, and view this clod, 
Beneath it lies a child of Gon, 

Who, thro' the tranſient ſcenes of youth, 
Rever'd and lov'd the Gop of truth; 
(And when death ſtruck the fatal blow, 
With joy he left this world below, | 
And ſoaring taught his friends behind ;) 
Serve Gop with fear, and you ſhall find 


* MATTHEW xxiv. 42, 44. 
Be like a centinel, keep on your ward 
All eye, all ear, all expectation of 
The coming foe, Youne, 
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Thar death itfelf's a gentle friend, 
And peace ſhall be the chriſtian's end. 


Happy youth ! thy combat was ſhort but thy 
crown's ſecure “; while others of the ſame age 
with thee were ſeeking the pleaſures and amuſe- 
ments of an unthinking multitude, entirely re- 
gardleſs of their approaching end, thou waſt 
employ'd in the ſublime purſuits of true holineſs, 
voſpel repentance and eternal bliſs.— How 
amiable is early piety ! to begin with God 
how deſirable (z)] to fear His anger and live His 
praiſe how heavenly and divine ! but, alas, how 
few, at their firſt ſetting out in life, ſo much 
as think of making their peace with the 
Almighty; or endeavour to obey His will; 
appetites are perſuaſive, judgment is weak, 
pleaſures intoxicate, and the world enſnares; 
by this means the Youth is too eaſily led aſtray, 
and Satan triumphs in the conqueſt of his ſoul ; 
O beware, my young cotemporaties, of the 
luſts of the fleſh, the luſts of the eye, and the 


as 


—— 


* II. TimoTHY iv. 8, (z) EccLxSIASTES xii. I, 
Them that ſeek me early ſhall find me. Proven ms viii. 17. 


pride 
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pride of life, the three ſpecial and powerful 
incentives to the worſt of ſins, to which your 
age, and it may be your ſituations, particularly 
expoſe you; remember your continuance here 
is ſhort, precarious and uncertain, Thzs night, 
re- Vr ought thou knowsſt, thy ſeul may be requir d of 
vaſt thee n; who can tell what a day or an hour 
eſs, may bring forth? none but the Omniſcient 
low JenovAn, who ſees the end from the begin- 
0b ning, and has the keys of death, hell and the 
His grave in His poſſeſſion (æ). 


OW Is time like a rapid ſtream, haſtening to 
uch looſe itſelf in the ocean of eternity? are thy 
the days but as an band's-breadth, and thy years 
ill; few? O be folicitous to improve them to the 
ak, beſt advantage; let your words, actions and 
T converſation evidence your affections are ſet 
ay, on things above, and your treaſure is in Hea- 
ul ; ven, Where math nor rus cannot corrupt, nor 
the * | — 
he i . 

| * Youth is not rich in time, it may be poor, 

» Part with it as with money, ſparingly, Vous. 

. Lux xii. 20, 


(z) REVELATIONS i, 18. 
de | thieves 
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23 SOLITARY WALKS: 
thieves break thro and fleal * ; think not, aſpir- 
ing youths, ye mult renounce chearfulneſs, or 
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did adieu to pleaſure, if ye reſolve to be advo- 
cates for religion, or the followers of the goſpel, 
no, ſor who among the ſons of men, have ſo 
much reaſon to rejoice and be glad as the real 
chriſtian ? who has a greater reliſh for true plea- 
ſure, or enjoys more inward ſatisfaction than 
the believer in the exerciſes of a lively faith? in- 
deed herein lies the difference of the worlding's 
happineſs and the chriſtian's felicity, the one is 
as the crackling of thorns under a pot, but a 
name, aſhadow, a nothing (z); the other perma- 
nent, ſubſtantial and everlaſting ; the firſt is de- 
ſtroyed by diſeaſes, or vaniſhes at death, the laſt 
is increaſing daily (like the morning light) unto 
the perfect day; it ſurvives the tomb and runs 
parallel with eternity; The wiſe ſhall inherit glory, 
but ſhame ſhall be the promotion of fools (n). 

The uncertainty of life is corroborated in a 
peculiar manner by an inſcription which is now 


* MATTHEW vi. 20, 
(z) Ecerxs1As T Es vi. 12, I, CHRONICLES xxix. 15. 
(H) PROVERBS ili. 35. 
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before me, of one in the prime of his days, 
ſnatch'd into eternity by a ſudden ſtroke of death, 
under which is written, Be ye alſo ready, 


Improve the preſent moments as they fly, 
For ere another morning tou may'ſt die. 


Happy, thrice happy for the deceaſed, was he 
fitted for the awful ſtroke, and prepar'd for the 
haſty change, but how inexpreflibly terrible muſt 
it be, was he not, it had been better for him had 
he never been born; for it is the aſſertion of 
Infinite Wiſdom, As the tree falls, ſo it muſt lie, as 
death leaves us, judgment wil! find us “. If fo, 
how importunate ſhould ev'ry one be to ſecure 
the favour of the Almighty Judge, to be intereſt- 
ed in the Redeemer's love, and among the num- 
ber of his choſen people before it is too late; 
there is no time to delay, the preſent is all we can 
call our own, let -us improve it then with the 
greateſt diligence. and ſpend it to the beſt of 
purpoſes, in ſeriouſly conſidering our latter end. 
Seeing we hold our lives on the moſt uncertain 
tenure(z), like tenants at will, may we be always 


— — 


* ECCLESIASTES il, 3. 
(z) We ſtand in Jeopardy every hour, 
PROVERBS xvii. 1. JAMES iv. 14. 


ready 
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ready to quit our earthly tabernacles. at a my 
ment's warning *. | 

But lo! & vauſt. preſents itſelf to view on 
yonder ſide, the deer ſtands ogen waiting the re- 
ception of a: new inhubitant; let me indulge my 
ſerious meditations, in ſurveying. this peaceful 
chamber of the dead ; deſcending the arid ſteps, 
I obſerve in one part (under an iron grate, in- 
tended- to admit the light thro' a ſmall aperture 
in the top-of the vault) the broken fragments of 
2 coffin, which thro' length of time is almoſt 
crumbled into duſt; a ſcul: and other bones, 
the remains of the decay'd contents lie near 
them, ſuggeſting the melancholy truth and rati- 
fying the divine aſſertion, Du thou art, and unto 
duft ſhalt thou return (z). 

Solemn words; what numerous proofs of 
their veracity are mouldering around, methinks 
they are the language of every tomb-ſtone J be- 
hold (2), every death I hear of, and every pain 


— 


* — 2 


What I ſay unto you I ſay unto all, Watch, Marx xiii, 37. 
(z) Genxs1s ili. 19. | 
(n) I ſcarce can meet a monument, but holds 
My younger; every date cries come away. Vovxe. 
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I eel; may they be properly regarded and atten- 
ded to by ſurviving mortals, and excite them. to 
remember and prepare for theiv own diſſolution, 
being well aſſured, they will ehemſeldet eve long 
be number d amongſt the crowd of breathleſs 


witneſles. to the truth of the above decree. 


Florimond, whoſe fleeping duſt is here depo- 
ßted, I knew when converſing with the fons of 
men ; his. life and deatly may both afford warn 
ing and inſtruction ;, totally unmindful- of reli- 


gion and his immortal ſoul, ioſt to every check 


of a condemning; conſcience and ſwallow'd up in 
the purſuit of pleaſure, gaity and diffipation 
he was arreſted: by his laft ilineſs, and laid on a 
bed of languiſhing and ficknefs; it pleas'd the 
all-merciful Creator to continue the uſe of 
his reaſon, tho whelm'd in unutterable pain, 
in order that he might have an opportunity 
of reflecting on his paſt conduct, and repenting 
of his follies before he was ſummon'd to ap- 
pear at the dreadſul bar of Gop; his amiable 
wife, who had been a melancholy witneſs to his 
cruel uſage and unkind treatment, when ſhe 
diſcover d his. dangerous ſituation, accelerated 
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by his vicious courſes, inſtead of upbraiding 
him with his unnatural behaviour, endeavour'd 


all ſhe could to comfort and encourage him 


with the ſweet promiſes of the goſpel, to which 
he was a wilful ſtranger ; in ſhort, her winning 
deportment had ſuch an effect on him that 
he would often take notice of it with tears, 
and one day, about a week before he died, he 
beg'd her to fit down by the fide of the bed 
and attend his laſt moments, which he ap- 
prehended very near, from the increaſing ago- 
nies . he then felt, when he addreſs'd her in 
words to the following effect. 

Taking hold of her hand and kiſſing it eagerly 
with looks of deep contrition and concern; 
“ You have, ſays he, my dear but abuſed wife, 


ec been far better to me than J deſerv'd—your 


c prudent conduct, even when I made you 
cc the public jeſt of my acquaintance, was 
& ſurpriſing and unexpected, and is now 
& inexpreſhbly affecting, as it aggravates my 
& guilt—if there is a ſharper puniſhment in 
hell for the moſt atrocious, ſurely I ſhall 
* ſuffer it—but forgive me, deareſt of women, 


« if 
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e if you can, tho' I don't deſerve it—I earneſtly 
s intreat the pardon of my Gop, you, and 
my friends, each of whom I have ſo often 
s wilfully offended”. Here He burſt into tears, 
& which on ſeeing, he broke out in the following 
expreſſions, What, weep for ne; no, tis too 
much, you are too kind; I have not, I do not 
E < merit the leaſt pity from you—I have for- 
« feited that eſteem which you have always 
« ſhewn for me;—Oh ! ſtop your tears, for 
« I'm unworthy of them; Heaven has in juſtice 
ce afflicted me, and l'll bear it patiently ; 
&« happy indeed ſhould I think myſelf, if what 
« I now ſuffer could attone in any meaſure 
« for my paſt baſeneſs, cruelty and ingratitude 
eto one of the beſt of wives; may the gra- 
e cious and merciful Creator reward you for 
« your unmerited kindneſs and regard ;—be 
« aſſur'd of it, if I'm permitted to recover, 
« it ſhall. be my only defire, next to the favour 
| © of my Maker, to approve myſelf worthy 
« your affection and forgiveneſs, but that I 
e cannot, I muſt not expect— tis too late, I 
% have gone on too long to be ſuffer'd to 

D continue 
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% continue my baſeneſs, in the ſight of the ju? 
« avenging Gop—O Lon, forgive me, for! 
& knew not what I did”, His increaſing weak- 
neſs oblig'd him to ſtap here, and he was en- 
tirely depriv'd of his ſpeech ſoon afterwards, but 
retain'd his fenſes to the laſt, and would often 
lift up his hands and eyes to Heaven, as if im- 
ploring mercy and pardon from on high ; hi; 
viiconſojate widow, who fincerely lov'd him 
living, and now truly mourns his lofs, gave 
me this account, which in a remarkable man- 
ner confirms that obſervation of a late ccic- 
brated author *. 


Men may Jive fools, but foals they cannot 4e. 


Had the above deceas'd been directed by tie 
dictates of religion, and acted as a man and chril- 
tian, his wife would have been happy in his com- 
pany, and himſelf better fitted for the eter- 
nal world; but like too many, he liv'd in fi 
and died in ſorrow, a melancholy proof of man's 
depravity by nature, His proneneſs to do evi, 
and his backwardneſs to that which is good || , 


* —— 


* Dr. YouNG, || Romans Vit, 19. 
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By the ſide of Florimond lies the corps of 
his eldeſt ſon, who died in the fourteenth year 
of his age, a lovely, promiſing and engaging 
youth ; admir'd by all who knew him, not 
addicted to his father's follies, but happily in- 
fuenc'd by the pious admonitions of his fond 
and tender mother, to whom the enſuing lines 
are applicable in an eminent degree, 


Here lies conſign'd to native duſt, a youth 

Of pureſt manners and unblemiſh'd truth ; 
Who knew no vice, no wayward courſes run, 
His friend's delight, his parent's duteous ſon, 
Pious, ſincere, in all his works approv'd, 

But ah! too early from our hopes remov'd. 


When the great diſpoſer of all human events, 
ſnatches from our fond embraces ſuch early pled- 
ges of extenſive uſefulneſs, we are apt to mur- 
mer and repine, as if we imagin'd the Judge of 


| Heaven and earth too ſevere; but let us take 


particular care how we arraign the wiſdom of 
Providence in his divine and all-wiſe diſpen- 
lations, For the wind blawsth where it liſteth, 
ana we hear the found thereof, but cannot tell 
D 2 whence 
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whence it cometh nor wither it goeth *; no more 
can we account for the miſterious dealings of 
Go with men; The righteous periſbeth, and no 
man layeth it to heart t, and merciful men are 
taken away, none conſidering that the rightecus are 
taken away from the evil to come (x). 

Now let me emerge from this ſilent dormi- 
tory, and purſue my Solitzry Walks among the 
adjacent tombs ;—I'm ia no danger here of 
being interrupted by the men of the world, 
nor intruded on by the young, the faſhionable 
or the gay; no, they would rather ſhun the 
thoughts, much more the p/ace, where the dead 
repole ſtangers to reflection and faves to 
pleaſure, they give themſelves no time to con- 
ſider The things which belong to their peace, be- 
fore they are fer ever hid from their eyes; and to 
keep out the thoughts of dying, like fools, 


— 1 


* Joun iii. 8. + ISAIAH lvii. 1. 


(x) The ways of Providence are dark and intricate ; 


Our underſtanding ſearcheth them in vain, 
Nor ſees with how much art the windings turn, 
Nor where the regular confuſion ends, 


ADD15SoN's Cato. 
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are killing themſelves daily in the purſuits of 
diſſipation; but however others induſtriouſſy 
avoid theſe unpleaſing ſubjects, as the ſource of 
melancholy and ſadneſs, may it be my frequent 
practice and delight to follow the poet's advice; 


+ os 9 The thought of death indulge, 
Give it it's wholeſome empire, let it reign, 


That kind chaſtiſcr of the ſoul to joy. 
YouNG. 


For what is life“? what is time? but a paſ- 
ſage to the grave, and an inlet to eternity; 
then happy he, who impreſt with the reality of 
a future ſtate, ſpends his exiſtence here below 
in the daily preparation for a world to come +. 

Some time ago, as I was gratifying my con- 
templative diſpoſition in viewing the monu- 
ments of an ancient abbey (z), I came to the 
entrance of a royal vault, curious to ſee what 
it contain'd, I deſcended the narrow ſteps, and 
enter'd the laſt abode of majeſty. The remains 


—_— 


IIS — 


* Life glides away, Lorenzo, like a brook, 
For ever changing, unperceiv'd the change, YouxG. 


+ MATTHEW xxiv. 42, 46, (z) Weſtminſter Abbey. 
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of the great ones of the earth Jay round in 
dreary pomp, cover'd with velvet and inclos'd 
in lead; a ftrixing emblem of the vanity cf 
earthly dignities and high renown ; forgetful, 
entiiely forgetful of their elevated rank and 
diſtinctions among men; here reſt the bodies 
of late all-conquering monarchs, who, by their 
mighty and ſucceſsful armies, kept the world in 
awe, and made the neighbouring nations trem- 
ble at their names; here in ſilence and in- 


active are depoſited thoſe illuftrious and valiaut 


princes, whoſe heads, a few years hince, were 
adorn'd with the Engliſh crown, and whoie 
hands in wiſdom ſway'd the Britiſh ſceptre, 
who were belov'd by their ſubjects, fear'd by 
their enemies, and etteem'd by al! ; once they 
were cloath'd in regal veſtments, ſcated on a 
throne, and attended by a train of nobles; 


now ſtript by the hand of death, they are clad 


in a winding-ſheet, moulder in ſumptuous cof- 
fins, or are enſhrin'd in marble tombs , re- 


—— 


— 


* Virtue alone is true nobility; 


Let your own acts immortalize your name. Sr. Jer. 


minding 
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minding the ſpectator of that ſage remark, | 
I ſaid ye were Gade, but ye frall die like men, y 
and fall lite one of the princes ®, 

Reflecting on the frailty and emptineſs of 


human grandeur, how tranſient and uncertain 


it's continuance, and how incvitabie it's decay, 
I could not help breaking out into the following 
ſoliloquy, ‚ | 


- - - - What is the world to them, | 

It's pomps, it's pleaſures, and it's nonſenſe all? 
Who in their. beds of duſt, in filence laid, 
Are ſwiftly mouldering into native clay : 

Tis nought to hem, who bear the name of Kings, 
Or idly ſhare the miſer's golden ſtores ; 
Honour and wealth no longer's tkeir purſuit, 
Whilepleaſures court and beautycharms invain; 
For death has ſtruck his ſure unerring blow, 
Their race is run, and time to them's no mote. 


The men of the world, ſeeking no creater 1 
happineſs than what may be enjoy'd on this 
lide the grave, are anxious to obtain riches, ba 
tiles and emoluments among their fellow- 


gr, 
We. 


hs. hd 


* PSALMS Ixxxil, 6, 7. 
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mortals, without beſtowing a thought on the 
concerns of futurity, that awful never-endiny 
hereafter, *till the enemy of nature ſtares them 
in the face, and, if I may be allow'd the ex- 
preſſion, laughs them to ſcorn ; How great 
<« their folly, aſk death-beds, they can tell“. 

But lo! the ſhadows of the evening, ac- 
companied with the deſcending vapors, arc 
deepening into night ; let me now return to my 
habitation, and, ſecure from the unwholeſome 
damps, wait the return of day, 


* YounGo's Night Thoughts. 


\ 


End of the SEconD Book, 
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SOLITARY WALKS: 


TO THE 


Graves of departed Friends, 


BOOK III. 


BLELELELELELENELEL 


ARGUMENT. 


ſummer s morn; a rvelè into the adjacent fields ; 
a fimile;, the author's prayer; reffections on the 
Hortneſs of time and the length of eternity; « 
country church yard dejcribdz a remarkai!: 
epitaph, what it inculcates; the happineſs of « 
religious life; godline/s affords comfort in th: 
darkeſt ſeaſons, and the worſt of times; th: 
ſuperior advantages of the chriſtian over the un- 
gadly ; the haughty, proud and ſuir invited 1. 
behold in the mauldering corps what: they muſt 
ere long be themſelves ; a perſuaſion to a life of 10 
prety from the refſection of a world to come; 
cloſing with a quciation from Y 0UNG's Night 
Thiuughts, | 


„„ 
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BOOK III. 


HE morn approach'd with the bluſh of 

opening roſes *, and the fun, with his 
exhaling rays, had dried the moiſten'd ground, 
when deſirous once more to renew my medita- 
tions, before the buſineſs of the day had en- 
gag'd my attention and engrols'd my thoughts, 
directed my early ſteps to the neighbouring 
regiſter of man's mortality ; entering the ground, 
with a deſign of gaining further knowledge 
and inſtruction: from the accounts of it's exani- 


mate contents, I purſued my way thro' a long 


eo. — — 


—— 


* g . A. . the morn, 
Wak d by the eirehng hours, with rofy hand 
Unbar'd the gates of light, Mir rox. 


and 


h 
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and narrow path, while monuments on either 
fide intimated the moſt ſolemn, momentous and 
intereſting reflections; they brought to my mind 
that portion of ſacred writ, The grave is my 
houſe; they ſhall go down to the bars of the pit, 
when our reſt together is in the du *; had J 
turn'd to the right-hand or the left I muſt have 
trod over the crumbling remains of kindred duſt, 
which ſaid to corruption, Th art my father, 
and to the worm, thou art my mother and my ſiſter ; 
thus if a perſon in the purſuit of virtue, wiſ- 
dom and true holineſs, enſnar'd by the world, 
or his own unruly appetites and paſſions, de- 
viates from the only method of attaining them 
laid down in the ſcriptures, he is greatly in 
danger of falling into ſin, the firſt grand cauſe 
of death, For as by one man fin enter d into tht 
world, and death by ſin, ſo death paſt upon all men, 
for that all have ſin d (x); the decree is paſt and 
cannot be revers'd, The ſoul that ſinneth ſhall die, 


——_—— 


Jon xvii. 16, 
Learn to live well, that thou may' ſt die ſo too; 
To live and die is all we have to do. Dznxan, 


(x) RomAns v. 12. 


not 
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not only a temporal but an eternal death; how 
terrible the thought ! what ! will endleſs woe 
be the lot of the ſinner in a future ſtate? in a 
Hate where the worm of an accuſing conſcience 
dieth not, and the fire of divine vengeance is 
never quench'd“? then may it be my daily 
care, as well as that of every reader, to hate 
ſin, believe in CHkIsT, and flee from the 
wrath to come {z). 

The following remark of a late ingenious 
Author ſeems corroborated by every ſculptur'a 
ſtone and riſing monument in theſe ſilent 
abodes of corruption and decay ; 


Life's little ſtage is a ſmall eminence, 

Inch high above the grave; that home of man, 
Where dwells the multitude : we gaze around ; 
We read their monuments; we ſigh ; and while 
We ſigh we ſink; and are what we deplor'd ; 
Lamenting, or umented, all our lot! 
: Younc, 


As ſoon as born we receive the lurking prin- 
ciple of death, which, as we increaſe in years, 


1 


* ISALAK Ixvie 24. (zs) I. THESSALONIANS i. 10 
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brings us nearer to the tomb“; while we at- 


tend the funeral obſequies of our friends and 


relatives, we ourſelves are mark'd out for, it 


may be, the next victims of the tyrant's rage; 
well one hour, and dead the following; 


A moment's ſpace, a tranſient ſpan, 
So ſhort is life, ſo frail is man (). 


But the life to come is eternal; everlaſtingly 
happy, or for ever miſerable; for the ſacred 
writings declare, 


Beyond the grave, two ſtates alone remain, 
Of endleſs joy or everlaſting pain (x), 


In the all-levelling grave diſtinctions drop, 


and pride, ambition, avarice and extravagance 


are known no more; the mouldering duſt of 
prince and beggar, noble and ignoble, aMuent 
and neceſſitous, yield alike the teeming earth 
a rich manure, and fer:ilize the ſoil, 


* And ſoon as man, expert from time, has found 
The key of life, it opes the gates of death, 


Vous. 
(2) Jon xiv. 2. 


(n) MATTHEW Xxv. 46. DANIEL Xil, 2. 
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Where 1s the duſt that has not been alive ? 
From human mould we reap our daily bread. 


YoUuXxG. 


Thus earth receives what firſt it gave ; 
We're born to moulder in the grave. 


What a mighty buſtle do men in general make 
about the wealth and hanours of the world, 
az if they were abſolutely the ſummum bonum, 
the chief good, the only means of procuring 
happineſs and felicity ſolid, permanent and laſt- 
ing, unmindful of that juſt remark, 


Man wants but little, nor that little long. 


Some are graſping at power, and eagerly pur- 
ſuing titles and renown, the ſhadow inſtead of 


the ſubſtance, while death arreſts them in their 


vain carecr, and proves to their ſurvivors, 


Earth's higheſt ſtation ends in, Here he lies, 
And duft to duſt concludes her nobleſt ſong. 


Luc. 


Then all ye empty grandeur of a court, ye 
glittering ornaments of ſtate, the pomp of 
greatneſs 
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48 SOLITARY WALKS, 
greatneſs and nobility, hence away, I court ye 
not; ſince in the ſilent tomb I'm taught your 


wanity and nothingneſs, you have no charms 


for me; you're far below my notice, and not 
to be compar'd with meek-eyed truth, fair 
virtue, heavenly wiſdom, and unſhaken piety, 
the chriſtian's graces, and the good man's riches 
while on this ſide death; give me but theſe, 
adorn'd with faith, hope, love and joy in the 
great Saviour of mankind, and let who will 
poſſeſs earth's highe/? honours, and it's envied 
wealth for me, I want them not, but thro' the 
vale of. private life, enjoying health, content, 
a few choice friends, and juſt enough to help 
the poor, deſerving and diſtreſt, -I'Il thankful 
paſs, and fearleſs wait frail nature's dernier 
foe *. 

On yonder monument the following line: 
attract my wandering eyes, 


Here a kind parent, in death's dark abode, 
In ſolemn ſilence waits the trump of Gov : 


—— 


® The laft enemy chat ſhall be deſtroy d is Death, 
I, CORINTHIANS xv. 
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Ye once lov'd friends, your heart-felt grief 
reſtrain, 


Your temp'ral loſs is her eternal gain 
For ſhe in joyful hope reſign'd her breath, 
And in her dying moments conquer'd death. 


The above inſcription, written on a virtuous 
wife, a tender mother, and a real friend, ſug- 
geſts abundant matter for comfort and encou- 
ragement to ſurviving relatives, under ſuch a 
great and deep-felt loſs, and at the ſame time 
paints in the livelieſt colours the triumphant 
e {Wcxit of a true chriſtian, 
, What is the happineſs of the longeſt life? 
b dhinking and religious few, ſay what are the 
a) MWtcznftent picaſures, the golden dreams and mo- 
xr {Mnentary enjoyments of the preſent ſtate to the 
pleaſing views, the hopes and animating aſſur- 
es nces of an expiring believer on the verge of 
immortality, and entering the world of Spirits *, 
Some few days ſince, being on a viſit to a 
fiend in the Country, I took a ſolitary walk 


— »„— * 


— „ „ „ „„ % „% „ 3 „ Then, O then! 
Each earth- born joy grows vile, or diſappears, 
a Shrunk to a thing of nought, | BrLaif, 
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among the graves of a neighbouring church. 
yard, where, as it is very happily expreſt b; 
the late ingenious Mr. GRar, 


©© Beneath thoſe rugged elms that yew-trees ſhade, 
© (Where heaves the turf in many a mould'ring heap) 


„ Each in his narrow cell for ever laid, 
«© The rude fore-fathers of the hamlet ſleep.” 


The ſun was leaving our hemiſphete to rit 
on other worlds, the weſtern ſkies confeſt the 
approach of cve with faint and varying ra, 
the winds were ſtill, and not a breeze whiſper' 
among the neighbouring trees, while diſtant 
proſpects, gradually diſappearing, charm th: 
eye no more &; the calmneſs and ſerenity of a 
things round, the fading landſcape and deſcend- 


— — Mi. a lt. 4 — —_—_ — „ * — 


* Dr. Yovns beautifully defcribes the evening in the 
following lines ; 


As ſome tall tewer, or lofty mountain's brow, 
Detains the fun illuſtrious from his height; 

While riſing vapors and deſcending ſhades, 

With damps and darknefs, drown the ſpacious vale, 
Philander thus aguſtly rears his head ; 
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ing ſhades inſpir'd my mind with grave reflec- 

b; Wl tions, and a pleaſing melancholy, ſuited to the 
place and ſubject of my meditations, 

The lonely ſacred edifice, whoſe moſs-grown 

» {MW vals and humble ſpire bore the marks of anti- 

quity and decay, firſt claim'd my notice and 

regard; it ſeem'd to be the work of hands 

long ago moulder'd into duſt ; it's retir'd ſitu- 

bl ation was far from the crouded city and the 

noiſy town; it ſtood on a riſing ground, and 

might be ſeen at a conſiderable diſtance ; the 

renerable appearance of the building and ſo- 

the lemnity of the graves around fill'd me with 

ese, reverence, and a ſecret tremor, natural 

| to humanity on the view of ſuch dreary but 

nſtructive and momentous ſcenes. 

On looking over the ſeveral inſcriptions, 
in tle aliſted by the light of the moon, dancing as 
It were among the filver-ſkirted clouds, they 
nform'd me that here lay the remains of many 
inhabitants of the neighbouring village, of all 
ges; ſome juſt breath'd and died, others were 
cut off in the bioom of youth by accidents or 
iſaſes, ſome in the prime of life, and others 
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far advanc'd in years; no falſe panegyrics, ng 
flattering encomiums, no ſumptuous monuments, 
at the idle and ſuperfluous expence of ſurviving 
relatives, were to be found in this ruſtic burial. 
place, but here and there a plain and artle 
admonition to the living to prepare for their 
own diſſolution *, in words to this effect; 


« AsI am now ſo you muſt be; 
„Prepare in time to follow me.“ 


Returning to the habitation of my friend, 
thoughts ſuch as theſe envag:d my attention 
and remembrance ; 


„„ What 19 iis world ? 

What! but a ſpacious burial-field unwall'd, 
Strew'd with death's ſpoils, the ſpoils of animals, 
Savage and tame, and full of dead men's bones? 
The very turf on which I tread once liv'd ; 
And we that live mult lend our carcaſes 

To cover our own offspring; in their turns 
They too muſt cover theirs, The Graue 


2 


Their name, their years, ſpelt by the unletter'd muſe, 
The place of fame and elegy ſupply ; | 
And many a holy text around ſhe ſtrews, 
That teach the ruſtic moraliſt to die. Gra 


Vi 
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no One Generation paſſeth away and another 
"5, I cometh *, but oh! dreadful ſtupidity! how few 
ving are there who properly conſider their latter end! 
rial. N we go on from one day and year to another 
tick Wil unmindful of the chief buſineſs, and that which 
ther I mould be the main employ, of our lives, to 

prepare for death; the Voung, expecting many 

future years in the enjoyment of health and 

pleaſure, leave the ſolemn and important work 
= to an uncertain hereafter, waich they often 
lend, 


never ſee; the man of buſineſs, immers'd in 
the concerns of trade and merchandize, and 

5 . - i . | 
bouy'd up with increaſing gain, cannot find 
time for ſerious reflection, 'till fickneſs and a 


2111100 


dying bed remind him of it, ſometimes 'tis to 
be fear d, too late; the affluent and great men 
of the earth are ſo much engag'd in making, 
what is ſtil'd, a noiſe in the world, endea- 
vouring to outvie each other in outward 
ſhow, parade and ſplendor, that they have 


_—_Y 


* How populous ! how vital is the grave | 
This is creation's melancholy vault, 
The vale funeral. Night Thoughts. 
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neither opportunities or inclination to think 
of any ſtate but the preſent *, *till death, with 
all his terrors, awful conſideration ! hurries 
them into eternity in the midſt of their ſins; 
the poor and needy, thoſe to whom Providence 
has given little or none of this world's goods, 
are often the richeſt in faith and good works, 


according to our Saviour's words; At man, 


wiſe men, aſter the fleſh, net many mighty, nit 
many noble are call; but GoD hath choſen th; 
poor in this world, rich in faith, and heirs of th: 
kingdom which He hath promisd to them that liv: 
Him (z). | 

There are, doubtleſs, ſome perſons in every 
rank and ſtation, whether public or private, 
who are well-wiſhers to the cauſe of virtue 


— 


* Fond fooliſh man would fain thoſe thoughts decline, 
And looſe them in his buſineſs, ſports and wine; 
But canſt thou looſe them? Seeſt thou not each hour 
Age drop like autumn leaves, youth like a flower 
Cut down ? Do Coffins, Graves, and tolling Bells 
Warn thee in vain ?—In palaces and cells, 
The heights of life above, the vales beneath, 
In towns and fields, we every where meet Death. 

(*) JAMES ii. 5. Tx Arr's Four Laſt Things, 


and 


I, 
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and religion, and defirous to promote it; but 
how ſmall 1s the number of ſuch to the gene- 
rality of mankind in this ſenſual and degenerate 
age! well may.it be ſaid, 7%“ many are call d 
jut few are choſen; Wide is the gate and broad 
the way that leadeth to deſtruction, and many 


| there be who go in thereat ; «whilſt ſtrait is the gate 


and narrow the way that l-adeth unto life, and 
few there be that find it ®, | 

How comfortable, animating and ſupport- 
ing is this thought to a chriſtian, in his medi- 
tations on his laſt great change, that the body 
conſign'd to the tomb is an emblem of good 
ſeed ſown in good ground, which fhall ſpring 
up at laſt to eternal life (z); there ſhall come 
a reaping time, a glorious harveſt, and a bleſſed 
meeting, when the ſaints of all ages, the 
friends and favourites of Heaven ſhall greet 
each other with a joyful welcome from a world 


— 


* MATTHEw vii. 13, 14. 
(z) Death wounds to cure; we fall; we riſe; we reign |! 


Spring from our tetters ; faſten in the ſkies ; 


This King of terrors is the Prince of peace. Yours: 
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of trouble, affliction and diſtreſs, into an eternity 
of joy, felicity and peace. 


O plorious hour! O bleſt abode! 

When I am near and like my Gop; 

And fleſh and fin no more controul 

The ſacred pleaſures of my foul. Warrs, 


Tho” it is ſown in corruption, it ſhall be rait 
in incorruption, it is ſown a natural body, it ſhall 
be rais'd a ſpiritual bady ; then ſhall be brought i 
paſs that ſaving which is written, Death is fual- 
low'd up in victory; O death ! where is thy ſling? 
O grave! where is thy victory? the ſling of death 
is fin, and the ſirength of fin is the law; bu 
thanks be to GoD, who giveth us the victery tri 
our Lord IEsus CHRIST. 

The preſent world is very properly ſtil'd a 
ſtate of probation, for according to the deeds 
done in the body, whether good or evil, we 
ſhall be tried, caſt and condemn'd; or acquitted, 
accepted and for ever bleſt *; the latter ot 
which being the wiſh and deſire of all, it 
only remains to be determin'd by what means 


* * _—_ — 
* — * * hs, * ——— 
— — 


fon x v. 29. 
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it is to be obtain'd ; the lines on yonder ſtone 
inform us.— Under the appearance of an Angel, 
deſcending with a crown of glory, is repre- 
ſented an open book with theſe words, To live 
is CuRIST, to die is gain'; beneath it, the fol- 
lowing epitaph is worthy the regard of every 
reader, 


In ſteadfaſt hope of that glad day, 
Here lies entomb'd my weary clay : 
Reader, awake, in time repent, 
Thine hours, as mine, are only lent ; 
The day is haſt'ning, when, like me, 
T hou too ſhalt duſt and aſhes be: 

e Forſake thy fins, in CRRIST believe“, 
And thou ſhalt with Him ever live (z). 


The late ingenious Dr. Young beautifully 
deſcribes the reaſonableneſs and benefits of a 
religious life in the following words, 


In every ſtorm, thy ſafety to enſure, 
Thoſe two great anchors of the ſoul ſecure, 
Faith and Repentance; firm ſupports are they FO 
When every other fancied prop and ſtay, 1 
The more thou leaneſt, ſinks and ſlides away. 


Tzxapp's Four Laſt Things, 
(2) Joux iii. 15, 


Religion's 


— 
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Religion's all; deſcending from the ſkies 


To wretched man, the goddeſs in her left 
Holds out this world, and in her right the next. 


Do juflly, love mercy, and walk humbly with 
thy Gop, for this is the whole duty of man; 
in the unwearied practice hereof thou art ſafe 
for both worlds ; neglect it at your irrevocable 
and endleſs peril “. 


The moſt potent 
Monarch upon earth, tho' ſurrounded with al 
the honours, grandeur and magnificence imagi- 
nation can conceive, while he governs his 
ſubjects, regardleſs of his Creator, is an object 
to be pitied, as daily expos'd to the vengeance 
of Heaven, every moment 'in danger of being 
dethron'd by the KING or KINGS, and made 
the deriſion of devils and the mock of hell. 
The moſt affluent, who revel in pleaſure, gaicty 
and diſſipation, imitated by their equals, and 
envied by the vulgar, loſt to virtue, piety and 
reflection, tho* they drink the ſpirit of the gol- 
den day, and triumph in exiſtence, are the 
ſervants of ſatan, the dupes of paſſion, and 


* Mican vi. & MATTHEW xxiv, 50, 51. 


the 


the 
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the heirs of never-ending woe; they may enjoy 
a ſew years of ſenſual mirth and voluptuouſneſs, 
but they will aſſuredly end in an eternity of 
pain, which will always be beginning to begin; 
{ tremble at the thought! 

Tell a man, in the views of his diſſolution, 
large eſtate is come to him on the death of 
i rclation, and what will his reply be? The 
better for my ſurdivors, but nought to me; 
Mure me of happineſs beyond the grave, and 
LI give up all claim to earthly poſſeſſions with 
the greateſt pleaſure; if J have any reaſon to 
hope for mercy and acceptance with the Al- 
mighty Judge I care for nothing elſe, I want 
no more; none but CHRIST, none but CHRIST; 
mis, or ſomething ſimilar, will be his lan- 
guage, if he is convinc'd, before too late, of 
the value of his ſoul and the neceffity of ſalva- 
tion, —However, at preſent you may inherit 
riches, eſtrang'd to diforder, uneafineſs and 
complaints, yet know, O Mortal, all earthly 
enjoyments are fading and paſſing away; a 
time will come, it may be the next hour, when 
thou ſhalt fall a prey to the King of terrors, 

or 
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or be overtaken by ſome fell diſeaſe ; For it i 


appointed unto all men once to die, and after deati 


the judgment *; every child of Adam is liable 
to pain as the offspring of the fall, and ex- 
pos'd to calamity as the effect of ſin; then let 
it ever be your aim, deſire and endeavour to 
be prepar'd to bear the one with chriſtian for- 
titude,: and to meet the other with holy triumph 
and reſignation, 
What can - ſupport and comfort our. ſpirits 
on a dying bed, when taking leave of all that 
is dear to us here below, a tender huſband, or 
an indulgent wife, a bclov'd parent, or en- 
dearing children, choſen companions and real 
friends, while floods of tears accompany the 
word—farewel, but the pleaſing hopes of meet- 
ing them again ere long in realms: of eternal 
bliſs ? hopes which religion only can ſuggeſt, and 
are founded alone on the promiſes of the goſpel. 
When ſickneſs attacks and weakens the con- 
ſtitution, when nothing but deſtruction, in it's 


— 
— 


* HEBREWS ix. 27, 


This hour perhaps our friend is well, 
be next we hear his paſſing dell. 


moſt 
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moſt hedious form, appears before our eyes, 
what will prevent our fears, animate our ſouls, 
and enable us to view it's approach without 
diſmay, and to rejoice even on the brink of 
the grave, but religion“? that religion which 
teacheth us To deny all ungodlineſs and worldly 
lujts, and to live feberly, rionteouſiy and gid;y in 
this preſent evil world (x); white the harden'd 
linner, arreſted in his career of vice, madneſs 
and folly, tho' rolling ia the greateſt abun- 
dance, ereads the very thought of death, and 
meets his end unft to live and. unprepar'd 
to die. 

While fortune ſmiles and health continues 
the men of pleaſure may enjoy all that their 
hearts can wiſh, and their fellow-mortals may 
envy their- ſuppos'd felicity, but ſhould afflic- 
tions and diftreſs overtake them, as they may 
naturally expect, they will, being ſubject to 
them in common with the reſt of mankind, 


5 — — 


* — 


* PSALMS xxiii. 4. 
Religion ! Providence! an Afﬀter-ſtate ! 
Here is firm footing ;z Here is ſolid rock; 
This can ſupport us; all is ſea beſide, Younc, 
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what can yield them the ſmalle/{ relief, or 
alleviate in the leaſt the pangs and agonies 
of diſſolving nature, ſeparate from religion! 
Their relations and friends may wiſh to give 
them conſolation, but from whence can it 
ariſe? what arguments can they produce. to 
afford them any ground to hope for happineſs 
hereafter, who are themſelves, it may be, ſtran- 
gers to real piety, and ſpeaking to ſuch who 
have always liv'd in a total diſregard of it! 
Ik there is a ſtate of exiſt:nce beyond the 
grave, which the Heathens believ'd, and hal! 
we offer to diſpute it in this land of goſpel 
light and liberty, this enlighten'd age, bleſt 
with the miſtery of revelation? ſurely we ſhould 
be ſolicitous to inherit that better world, and 
candidates for that real, permanent and ever- 
laſting happineſs, which can only be enjoy'd 
therein, as the bleſſed conſequence of a virtuous 
and pious life *. 

Let the young, the gay, ambitious, and 
the fair, take a ſerious walk into this place of 
ſkulls, and ſee the end of all ſublunary tri- 


— 


* REVELATIONS ii. IQ, 
umphs; 
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umphs ; I can hardly take a ſtep but I paſs the 
monument of my younger, tho' ſcarce arriv'd 
at the bloom of life my/elf; how cenſurable 
and imprudent ſhonld I be then not to reflect 
on the uncertainty of my own continuance, 
and endeavour to be _ for my approaching 
diſſolution ; | 


Reform my conduct, mourn my follies paſt, 
And ſpend each day preparing for my laſt. 


The real chriſtian, in the midſt of his beſt 
enjoyments, can look into the tomb witz 
compoſure, and meet his ſummons to the wartd 
of Spirits with a joyful welcome, knowing, 
whenever. the houſe of his earthly tabernacle 
ſhall be deftroy'd, he has a manſion reſetv'd 
for him in Heaven, a treaſure ſecur'd in realms 
of glory, a crown of life which he ſhall wear 
thro eternity *; being fully perſuaded That his 
Redeemer liveth, SAP that he ſball /tand at the latter 
day upon the earth, and tho after his ſzin worms 
VE e his body, yet in bis flaſb he fhall ſee God (2); 


(x) Jon xix. 25, 27. 
The ſoul, ſecur'd in her exiſtence, ſmiles 
At the drawn dagger, and defies it's point, ApD1Son's Cato. 


. he 
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he bears the ſharpeſt ſorrows without a mur- 
mur, and reſigns his mortality without a groan®, 

But ſuppoſing any one ſhould aſk, What 
advantages does the good man teap ? what 
benefits can arile from a courſe of piety more 
than from a continuance in fin in this world, 
if there is no hereafter © does not the chriſtian, 
by a ſtrict adherence to the duties of his pro- 
feſſion, in ſome meaſure deprive himſelf of the 
pleaſures of the preſent life, and thereby looſe 
a certainty for an uncertainty ?—No, far from 
it, for who do or can poſſibly reliſh innocent and 


rational recreations, at proper ſeaſons, more 
than the votaries of religion? While the wicked 


and ungodly may with too much propriety be 
ſaid to trifle and ſquander away their precious 
time, the vighteous muſt be own'd truly to enjoy 
it; as the amuſements of the one will not bear 
reflection, the employments of the other are 
agreeable to right reaſon, and ſuch as Heaven 
and their own conſciences will approve ; therefore 


6 
— "INE 
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*I. CORINTHIANS xv. 55, 56, 57. | 


I have a deſire to depart and to be with CR 15 r, which is 
far better. | 
Seek 
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Serb firſt the kingdom of Gon and his righteouſneſs, 
renounce the fleſh with it's affections and luſts, 
indulge yourſelf in no diverſions but what are 
conſonant to prudence and ſobriety, and all 
other things that can promote or conduce to 
your temporal and eternal intereſt and happincts, 
ſhall be added unto you *, 

Let the haughty, vain and at? behold the 
body turning into putrefaction, or the bones 
of a haggard (keleton rotting in yonder tomb, 
(while they ſeem to addreſs them in language 
like that which the Almighty ſpoke to the ſea 
on it's creation, Hitherto ſball ye come, and 19 
farther, and here ſhall thy pride ceaſe 4 ) and being 
convinc'd of the mean original from whence 
they were taken, and to which they muſt 
ſoon unavoidably return, abaſh'd at the fight, 
with ſhame and confuſion of face go home 
and humble themſelves, as in the duſt, before 
their offended Maker (z); let the beauteous 
virgin, whoſe attracting features and capti- 
vating tongue excite univerſal admiration and 


— 
7 — 


* MATTHEW vi. 23. + Jos xxxviii. IT, 
(2) JEREMIAH xiii, 15 to the 18 verſe, JAMzs iv, 6, 10. 
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attention, who is flatter'd by the thoughtleſs 
and idoliz'd by fools, ſee in the open'd ſepulchre 
and ſhrouded corps, as in a faithful mirror, 


what ſhe is, at be/? but vanity®, and what ſhe 


mult be ere long, a loathſome carcaſe and food 
for worms, and ſhock'd at the ghaſtly ſpectacle, 
may ſhe determine to immortalize her mental. 
charms with the ennobling principles of piety 


and virtue (+), 


Is the grave the houſe appointed for all 
living? which we have daily proofs of; is our 


ſummons to return to it precarious and uncer- 


tain ? which we are often ſhewn by the ſudden 
and unexpected deaths of thoſe around us ; is 
there a ſtate beyond the grave of endleſs blis 


or woe, and a day of judgment and of burning 
awaiting all? which we are aſſured of by the 
| ſcriptures (z), and can have no ju/t or ſolid 


* PSALMS xxxix. 5. 

(b) Let virtue prove your never-fading bloom. 
For mental beauties will ſurvive the tomb, 

(z) Why ſhrinks the ſoul back on herſelf 
And ſtartles at deſtrution ? 
*Tis the divinity that ftirs within us; | 
*Tis Heaven itſelf that points out an hereafter, 
And intimates eternity to man, App1s0N's Cat. 


reaſons 
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reaſons to difbelieve; let us then live in the 


s conſtant remembrance of theſe momentous 
1 truths, as becomes the heirs of immortality 
Tn, and the expectants of another world; let us 
he ſeriouſly reflect on that ſolemn tranſaction, which 
. we muſt ſoon realize, of exchanging corrup- 
e, 


tion for incorruption, and, breaking the nar- 
row limits of time, enter the endleſs ages of | 
1 eternity, and being deeply affected with the , 
certainty and nearneſs of our approaching | 
change, may we ſet our affections on things 


* aboye, and believing in JE sus, look with, a 
2 triumph in the tomb. 
en | 


Heaven gives the needful but neglected call, 


lis What day, what hour, but knocks at human hearts 
ing To wake the ſoul to ſenſe of future ſcenes! 
the Death's ſtand like Mercury's in every way, 


And kindly point us to our journey's end. 
Younc, 


If ſo, O reader! whoever thou art, whether 
joung or old, high or low, rich or poor, 
prepare to die; it will ſoon be thy lot; 

F 2 | Thy 


Cato. 
eaſons 
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Thy ſoul muſt leave it's preſent houſe of clay, 
And to an unknown ſomewhere wing it's way. 
Noxrk1:s, 


Let Religion be thy guide, the real chriſtian 
thy character, and piety thy trueſt wiſdom *; 
live holy, die daily to fin, watch thy heart, 
guard thy ſenſes, redeem time, love Cuxisr 
and long for Heaven; for thus acting thou 
ſhalt gain the favour of the Almighty, and 
be plac'd, after death, at the right-hand of 
Omnipotence in glory. | 


+ + » + Happy day that breaks our chain; 

That manumits ; that calls from exile home; 

That leads to nature's great metropolis, 

And re-admits us, thro* the guardian hand 

Of elder brothers, to our Father's throne. 
You xc. 


_y 


® , . . - Seriouſneſs is the greateſt wiſdom, Temperance 
the beſt phyſic, and a good Conſcience the beſt eſtate, 

The Speech of Sir Joux Mason, Privy Councellor to 

K. Henr, VIII. on his death- bet, 
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A 
W A 1 
IN A 
Country Church-Yard, by Moonlight; 


TAKEN FROM 
PARNELL's NiICHT-PIECE on Death: 


WIT H 


ALTERAT1ONS and ADDITIONS, 


HILST yon pale empreſs of the night 
Sheds o'er the fields a ſofter light, 
With all her numerous ſtarry train, 
Which deck the vaſt celeſtial plain, 
Let me, while ſilence fills the air, 
To yonder burial-place repair ; 
There, as I paſs in ſolemn ſtate 
Among it's mould'ring heaps of fate, 
Let me reflect, as ſlow I tread 
Above the venerable dead, 
& Time 
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Time was, like me, 7hey life poſſeſt, 
And time ſhall be when 7 ſhall reſt “. 

Theſe graves, with bending oſiers bound, 
That nameleſs heave the riſing ground, 
Without a ſtone to tell me who 
Theſe humble ſpots belong unto, 

Quick to my roving thought diſcloſe 
Where toil and poverty repoſe, 

Thoſe flat ſmooth ſtones that bear a name, 

The chiſſel's ſlender help to fame, 
Which ere ſurviving friends decay, 
Their frequent ſteps may wear away; 
A middle race of mortals own 

Scarce out of yonder village known. 

No lofty tombs here catch the eye, 
Whoſe dead in vaulted arches lie, 

Whoſe pillars ſwell with fculptur'd ſtones, 
Arms, angels, epitaphs and bones; 
Theſe are the poor remains of ſtate, 
Which idly praiſe the rich and great (=) ; 


— 


* The trifling and inconſiderate eonduct of mankind in 
general gives too much reaſon to adopt the language of a late 
celebrated writer, 


All men think all men mortal but themſelves, Dr. Vouxs. 


(z) © Praiſes on tombs are titles. vainly ſpent 
A man's gced name is bis beſt monument.“ 


Ar. 
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And tho' adorn'd on either ſide, 
(Sad contraſt to the corps they hide) | 
Can only tell they A’ and hd. 

But while I fuch-like thoughts purſue 
An open'd grave attracts my view *; 
Frail mortal's laſt cold dreary bed, 
The poor man's with, the rich man's dread, 
How vain are honours, wealth and birth, 
Our boaſt and main purſuits on earth; 
(For which mankind ſo oft eontend) 
When in the grave we {ee their end (z): 
All that in life we can enjoy 
Reſpecting tixe, death will deſtroy ; 
But thoſe true pleaſures chriſtians know, 
Which from religion only flow, 
Shall even time igſelf out-gromw. 

As men who long in prifon dwell, 
With lamps that glimmer round the cell, 
Whene'er their ſuff' ring years are run, 
Spring forth with joy to greet the ſun, 
Such joy, tho' far tranſcending ſenſe; 
Have pions fouls at parting hence; 
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* See the Frontiſpiece, 
2) The boaſt of heraldry, the pernp of pow'r, 
And all that beauty, all that wealth ere gave, 
Await alike th' inevitable hour 
The paths of glory lead but to the grave, Chay, 
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On earth, and in the body plac'd, 

A few and evil years they waſte ; 

But when they leave this frail abode 
They gladly mount the heav'nly road, 
And qwell eternally with Gop “. 

Then welcome death, thou ſure releaſe 

'From trouble into realms of peace; 
This world I willingly reſign 

To enter into joys divine. 

Farewel my pains, be gone my fears, 
For death a gentle friend appears : 
Great God, I wait Thy kind decree; 
O let me die to live with Thee (x) ! 
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* With joy the hind, his daily labour done, 
Sees the ſhades lengthen with the ſetting ſun ; 
With joy the ſlave, worn out with tedious woes, 
Beholds the hand that liberty beſtows ; 
With joy the warriour, on the hoſtile plain, 
His wounds forgetting, does a vict'ry gain; 
So death with joy my feeble voice ſhall greet, 
My hand ſhall beckon, and my wiſh ſhall meet; 
Nor dim the path that leads to his abode z 
A Gov's bright foot-ſteps mark the lucid road: 
O let me trace that kind conducting ray, 
And follow Ixsus to the realms of day, 
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HRO? yonder ground Ill often ſtray, 
Inrich'd with ſpoils of kindred clay, 
By Contemplation led ; 
Here, coit to pleaſure's tempting forms, 
Conſociate with my ſiſter worms, 
PII mingle with the dead. 


we 


Ye faithleſs idols of our ſenſe, 
: Here own how vain your fond pretence, 
And from our preſence fly ; 
Your tranſient forms like ſhadows'paſs, 
Or objects of the magic glaſs, 
Before the mental eye. 
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Ye midnight horrors, awful gloom, 
Ye filent regions of the tomb, 

My laſt and: welcome bed; 
Here will I give my forrows o'er ; 
For pain and grief are known no more 
In death's tranſporting ſhade *, 


Religion, ere the hand of fate 

Shall make reflection plead to late, 
My erring reaſon teach ; 

Amidft the flatt'ring hopes of youth, 

To meditate the ſolemn truth, 
Theſe awful relics preach. 


Thy penetrating beams diſperſe 
That miſt of error, whence our fears 
Derive their fatal ſpring ; 
Tis thine the trembling heart to warm, 
And ſoften to an Angel's form 
The pale terrific King. 


* As death opens to the good man the gate of eternal 
life, the grave may well be ſtil'd © his ſubterranean road 
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Sublim'd 
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Sublim'd by Thee, the ſoul aſpires 
Beyond the reach of low deſires, 
With nobler views elate ; 
Unmov'd, her deſtin'd change ſurveys , 
And, arm'd by faith, undaunted pays 
The univerſal debt. 


In death's cold ſlumber, lull'd to reſt, 
With no diſturbing thoughts oppreſt, 
The mould'ring body lies 
Till the laſt morn's prolific ray 
Unfolds the final judgment-day, 
And bids it mount the ſkies “. 


— En” 
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My fleſh ſhall ſlumber in the ground 

Till the laſt trumpet's joyful ſound; 

Then burſt the chains with ſweet ſurprize, 

And in my Saviour's imags riſe, Dr. WaTTs, 


Advertiſement. 


The enſuing diſcourſe is intended to evidence 

the happy effects of true piety in this 

Ms world, the CEE religion on 
q } the loſs of friends, and in the views of 
Ki death, with that real, permanent, never- 
ending felicity godlineſs leads to, and 

aſſuredly terminates in beyond the grave. 
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HE following addreſs (or tribute of 
friendſhip to the memory of the deceas'd) 

on the death of a late eminent miniſter in 
the Church of CHRIST, may be naturally 
ſuppos'd, from ſeveral particular paſſages in 
it, the production of a brother-labourer in 
the goſpel-vineyard; but it is not; *tis only 
written as a truly intereſting, pathetic and 
„ on funeral diſcourſe, on the benefits of a religious 
lite, exemplified in the glorious triumph of a 
true believer over the fears of death, which, 
eve ON while it ſenſibly affects the paſſions and tender 
aud feelings of the ſympathizing reader, may ſuitably 
work on his. mind, and ſet him on performing 
the important and neceſſary duty of examining 
how matters ſtand between Gop and the ſoul. 
To be appriz'd of the calmneſs and reſignation 
of a real chriſtian on the near approach of the 
laſt enemy of nature, the grounds of his ſup- 
port and comfort when taking leave of all 


that was dear to him on earth, and the way to 
make 


dence 


this 


ws of 


AD. 
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make theſe dying enjoyments our o, cannot 
but be acceptable to all, whether publiſh'd 
from the pulpit or by the preſs. 

What the pious and ingenious Mr. Hervey 
obſerves concerning his meditations among the 
tombs, in the preface to his firſt volume, may 
not improperly be applied to the enſuing dif- 
courſe; © It reminds the reader of his latter 
c end, and would earneſtly recommend him 
« to ſet not his hox/e- only, but, which is in- 
< expreſibly more needful, his ſow! in order, 
& that he may be able, thro' all the intermediate 
& ſtages of his hfe, to look forwards on his 
„ approaching exit without any painful anxious 
c apprehenſions concerning his ſtate for cter- 
« nity; and when the great, awful and mo- 
* mentous change commences, may joyfully 
ce bid adieu to terreſtial things with all the 
&« calmneſs of a chearful reſignation, with all 
„ the comforts and confolations of a well- 
„ grounded faith, in the pleafing aſſurance of 
« being ſoon in the preſence of his Lord and 
« Mafter, at whoſe right-hand are pleaſures 


for ever more.“ GW 
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Hleav'n gives us friends to bleſs the 
preſent ſtate; 


Reſumes them to prepare us for the next, 


Time flies; death urges; Knells call; 
Heav'n invites; 


Hell threatens; all exerts; in effort all. 


Weqnings potnt out our danger. 
YounG's Night Thoughts, 
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Pathetic and Intereſting 


ADDRESS &:. 


ERMIT me, my dear friends, to addreſs 

you in the language of ſighs, on the 
death of a worthy and faithful ambaſſador of 
the KING oF Kos, now, I doubt not, 
with Him in glory; who has left a valuable 
relict, and ſeveral children, to mourn with 
weeping thouſands a loſs ſo truly melan- 
choly and affecting. Suffer me, on this ſorrow- 
ful occaſion, to read to you, for your ſerious 
meditation and remembrance, thoſe precious 


words which our deceas'd much lamented 
G friend 


* 
my 
, 
2 
1 
Wo 
1 Wal 
Vi "6 
N 
* N 
5 
1 
a N 
'FY 
z at 
. o 
bY 
. 
mo 
40 
o 
* 
4 
9 


| 
f 
| 


3 
— 5 
- T3449 — 
= — = : — 


82  CONSOLATIONS OF RELIGION. 


friend and brother often repeated with inex- 
preſſible pleaſure, and is now experiencing the 
truth of above; Romans xiv. 8. For wither 
we live, we live unto the LoRD, and whether 
<ve die, wwe die unto) the LORD; whether we l v: 
therefore, or die, we are the LoRD's. 
Animating thought! well might the Apoſtle 
ſay, For me to live is CHRIST, and to die 5 
gain*; no wonder he ſhould have a d:/ire 1 
depart and be with CHRIST, when he knew 
and declares it, in the 23d verſe of the fame 
chapter, to be far better. | 
However, the diſſolution of this earthly houſ:, 
the fleſhly tabernacle of the body, to it's mean 
original, is awful and affecting to the carnal 
man, and terrible to the guilty ſoul in the views 
of eternal puniſhment, yet be aſſur'd, to real 
believers, in the exerciſe of a lively faith, it 
appears ſtript of it's forbidding aſpect, and 
more like a pentle ſleep than a ſeparation 
thoſe two dear companions, ſoul and body. 
In this view, O chriſtian ! ſay, can'ſ thou not 


A — * * 
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* PaHILLIPIANS i. 21, 


* 
look 
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x- look on it without terror? can'ſt thou not 
he behold it without diſmay ? as an eaſy paſſage 
from a world of ſin and forrow to a ſtate of 
* everlaſting happineſs and joy; a freedom from 
pains, affliction and diſtreſs, to realms of un- 
interrupted felicity and peace. 

The Apoſtle Paul, in the words before us, 


tte 
2 ſpeaks - the language cf a chriſtian dead to the 


E 0 
* world but alive in CyurisT; and in order to 
[4 


prevent diſſentions among the Romans, tells 
them, The only end and defign of religion is 


e 


ſame 


the glory of Gop and the happineſs of im- 
mortal ſouls; and to encourage them in well- 
doing, declares That CHRIST is the believer's 
life and portion. But for our further improve- 
ment on the text, let us conſider, 

J. How or in what ſenſe we may be truly 
laid to live unto the LoRD. And, 

II. The bleſſed priviledge of ſuch a life; or 
what is included in that expreſſion, We are 


duſc, 
nean 
arnal 
views 
o real 
th, it 


and 


on of 
2 the LoRD's. 
ou * May the good Spirit bring home theſe im- 


portant words to each of our hearts with a 
luitable energy and force, and enable us fo to 
loak G — live 
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live to the Lok p, that in death we may proye 
more than conquerors thro' Him who ' hath 
loved us *; and leave a teſtimony behind us, 
That not with fleſhy wiſdom, but by the grace if 
Gop we had cur converſation in the world (x), 
The many repeated warnings we have given 
us of our own mortality by the pains and in- 
firmities we labour under, as well as from the 
loſs of near and dear relatives or friends, 
ſhould ſet every one on the enquiries, Am ! 
prepar'd for the awful change? am J fit to die 
and meet the Lord in judgment? queſtion; 
of the greateſt moment and importance, and 
will not admit of the leaſt delay; then ſuffer, 
my brother mortals, the word of exhortation, 
for to you it is written, To day, if ye will hear 
His voice, harden not your hearts (z) ; For ti: 
Sen of man cometh at a time that ye think not (o). 
Every complaint we feel, every death we 
hear of are but freſh momento's of our ap- 
proaching end, and reiterated admonitions to 


———_— 


* RoMans viii. 37. (x) II. CorntnTHIANS i. 12. 


(2) PsALMs xcy, 7, 8. 


(o) MAT TRZW Xxv. 13+ 


cal 


6 „ „ 


 CONSOLATIONS OF RELIGION, 85 


call us to repentance; To you, O men ! I call, 
and my woice is to the fons of men“; receive my 
in/ſirudtion and nit ſi ver, and knowledge rather 
than fine geld; for wiſdem is the principal thing; 
therefore get wiſdom, and with all thy gettings get 
under ſtanding. | | 

Many of my readers, doubt not, have mourn'd 
the death of kindred or acquaintance, and are 
you defirous of meeting them beyond the 
grave, in regions of eternal bliſs, then Do ;u/!ly, 
le mercy, and walt humbly with your GoD (2); 
be holy, even as your Father who is in Heaven 
is holy, For without holineſs no man ſhall ſee the 
LoD (); or in other words, be concern'd to 
ive unto the Loxd. This brings me to con- 
lider how or in what ſenſe we may be truly 
laid to live unto the Lok D? in the general, 
when we make the glory of Gop the end of 
all our actions; but what are the proofs of 
ſuch a life ? 

1. He that liveth unto the I,oxD hates ſin; 
not merely as it expoſes him to puniſhment, 


— — — — 


* Paovenss viii, 4, 10. () Mican vi. 8, 
(„) Leviticus xi, 44. 
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but as it is offenſtve to the purity and holineſs. 


of the Almighty, and wounds the great 7 
Redeemer of finners afreſh ; when temptations 
offer to draw him aſide into the paths of vice, tt 


miſery and deſtruction, he will ſay with " 
pious Fſeph of old, How can J do this great et 


wickedneſs and ſm againſl God (n)? al 
2. He has his converſation in Heaven, where 
his heart and treaſure are“. ur 
3. He loves the people, ordinances and We 
houſe of Gop, and is ever waiting at wiſdom's WF «1, 
gates, and watching at the poſts of her door: * 
for wiſdom's gifts and wiſdom's graces, and i 


chuſes rather to be a door-keeper in the houſe if * 
Gop than dwell in the tents of ſm and wicked- gi. 
neſs (x). wit 
4 4. He believes in JESUS CHRIST, accepts bs 
Bim as his whole and only Saviour, and nia 
| (fully perſuaded of his own utter inability to 772 
3 do any thing to merit forgiveneſs or procure 4, 
[ reconciliation with his offended Judge) reſts W___ 


— 1 


— . (x 
() GENESIS xxxix, 9. MATTHEW vi. 21. (5 
(x) PSAT MS Ixxxiv. 10, | worle 


alone 
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alone on His merits and righteouſneſs for ſal- 
vation (z). 

5. He looks on ſublunary enjoyments as below 
the anxious purſuit of an iinmortal being, and 


1 unworthy the chief notice of a candidate for 
t eternity (); he watches and prays daily againſt 
all, but eſpecially his moſt eaſy beſetting ſin. 7 
e b. He longs for perfect likeneſs to CHRIST, F 
union to Him, and enjoyment of Rim; in a 
d word, he earnefily deſires that Gop may be 
's glorified both in his lie and death, being R 
rs well aſſur'd the true believer, living or dying, 5 
nd is the Lord's ; this reconciles him to every 
diene diſpenſation, however bereaving or af- 
d. fictive, and enables him to bear poverty 


with patience and contentment, riches wich 
ots humility and thankfulneſs, and the ſharpeſt 
nd trials with chriſtian reftgnation, being confident 
o That all things ſhall work together for good to them 
that love Gop, and to them wha are call'd ac- 


6 


———-— 


(z) I, ContNTHIANS xv. 10. I. Coax TANs i. 30. 


(2) Not an eager ſolicitude, but a prudent concern for this | 
world's goods is commendable and praiſg-worthy, | 


lone 3 cording 
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cording to His purpoſe*; thus in health or 
ſickneſs, proſperity or adverſity, joy or ſorrow, 
life or death, he joins with his once crucified 

but now exalied Redeemer in ſaying, Not 14 
will, O LorD ! but Thine be dime (x). 

Would you know whether you live unto the 
LoxD? then examine your own hearts ; fee 
whether thoſe things I have been mentioning of, 
as proofs of ſuch a life, are in %% and abound, 

But what is included in this expreſſion, We 
are the LoRp's? or what is it to be the 
Lord's ? 

With reſpect to this life, it is to have the 
LorD for our protector, preſerver, guide and 
friend, to be the objects of His care, and the 
ſubjets of his love; it includes all the pri- 
viledges of juſtification, adoption and ſancti- 
Acation; we are His by His free unmerited 
choice of us; I have choſen you before the warld 
began; not that we loved Him, but that He fit 

| loved us (2); we are His in the general, as 


* ROMANS viii. 20, (x) Luxz nxii, 42. 
(2) JOHN xv. 16 : 
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He form'd us, and not we outſelves, as He 
is our Creator, and we are His creatures, in 
Him we live, move, and have our being ; 
but they who are true believers are His in a 
peculiar ſenſe, as He is their Head, and they 
ne WM His members, as He is their heavenly Father, 
ee nd they His children , as He is their King, 
x, and they His ſubjects, as He is their Maſter, 
; and they His ſervants, for ſo they are call'd, 
Te Tue Servants of the Moſt High Gop. They 
he WY ate His by ſelf ſurrender and dedication of 
themſelves to His ſervice. and fear; they are 
he WI His by redemption, as He hath given His only 
nd Wl begotten Son to be made fin for them, who knew 
he Wl 1 ſin, that they might le made the righteouſneſs 
i- Gon in Him (x); He is their Shepherd, 
fi- and they His ſheep; in a word, they are His 
ed WM for time and for eternity. 
rld But with reſpect to that life which is zo come, 
ji WM believers are the Lok p's, as heirs of Gon, 
as and joint-heirs with JesUs CHRIST, as pur- 
— WJ chas'd by Him to be made partakers of the 


—„»ù 
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* PRATL Ms Ixxxii. 6. (x) II. ContnTHrIANs v. 27. 


He inheritance 
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inheritance with the ſaints in light, as Hs thi 
hath given them to His Son, to be ſavd e d 
with an everlaſting ſalvation ; therefore He WM v £4! 
is reprefented ſaying, Other ſheep I have which (487+ 
are not of this fold, them alſo I muſt bring in If t 
that we all may be one, even as Thou, Fatier, N let, 

art in Me, and I in Thee*, They are His, to WM thus | 
be made compleatly bleiled with Him, to fit Ml bing 
down on His right-hand, and enjoy His bea- bes 

tific preſence thro' eternity. (enial 


How reviving mult this conſideration be to a Nr 

poor believer, in the views of his diſſolution, that WM (17 

that death which is very juſtly ſtil'd the King WM 15: < 

of terrors to the ungodly, is to him but a WM iii 
freedom from a ſtate of trial and probation, MII i: ! 

and an admiſſion into regions of never-ending ]! 
happineſs: This made the Apoſtle cry out in ; 

that triumphant language, Death is ſwallu/d ness 
1 up in victory; O death! where is thy ſing? Ml": 
g O grave ] where is thy victory (x)? and in ano- Gon 
: ther place, For Pm perſuaded that neither deait) WY Hi 
| nor life, nor Angels, nor principalities nor powers, Ml d. 
* JonN xvii, 21. (x) I. ConttTRIANS xv. 55. of 


ner 
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H. things preſent, nor things to come, nor heighth, 
1 vr depth, nor any other creature ſhall be able 
Ye Bil i eparate us from the love of Go which is in 
i; MY CanrsT JEsus our Lord *. 

in, If thoſe who live unto the LoRD are thus- 
„ed, then aſk. yourſelves the queſtion, Do J 
to thus live? if you. do, what fruits do you 
ſir bang forth? for the tree is known by it's fruit 


does it ſhow. itſelf by your humility, ſelt- 
(enial, love to Gop, honour, integrity and 
vrizatacſs in your dealings with men, and 
ding as you would be done by to all? are LY 
mu chan: in prayer, both in che cloſet and 
(nity 2 do you attend the v. ol. ip of Goo 
n Ius houſe with pleaſure ans delight? do 
ju hund wiſcom's ways to be ways of pleaſant- | 
be, religion Jvreet to your wul, and godli- 4 
nes with content your great and only wiſh'd w 
or gain? are you concern'd to acknowledge 

(od in all your ways, and to evidence your 

ain by your works? for faith without works 


„s dead; the real chriſtian, one who lives to 


. 


— 1— 


Ron Axs viii. 38, 39. 


| the 
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the Loxp, will always ſtrive To let his ligli 
% fhine before men, that others, ſeeing his good 
works, may glorify his Father who is in Heaven. 
Can you lay your hands upon your hearts and 
declare, as in the preſence of the omniſcient 
and heart-ſearching Creator, it is your whole 
endeavour and earneſt - deſire that He may be 
glorify'd in every action of your lives? 

J fear too many in the preſent day muſt 
reverſe the language of the text, and ſay, 
Whether we live we live unto the devil, and 
whether we die we die unto the devil, ſo (awful 
thought !) whether living or dying we are the 
devil's: Theſe are the ſons of pleaſure, gaiet) 
and diſſipation, who are properly ſtil'd ſelf- 
ſeekers, and lovers of themſelves more than 
lovers of Gop; theſe are the thoughtleſs and 
abandon'd part of mankind, who are for a 
merry life, tho' a ſhort one; the profligate, 
the drunkard, the gameſter and debauchee are 
among this unhappy number; O if there are 
any ſuch who read this difcourfe, may the 
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* MATTHEW v. 16. 
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LoxD, of His infinite Grace, pluck them as 
brands out of the burning! If you are till 
in the gall of bitterneſs and the bonds of ini- 
quity, in a ſtate of enmity againſt God, and 
cauſing darkneſs rather than light, becauſe your 
leeds are evil, may the merciful and compaſſi- 
onate JEHOVAH, Who delighteth not in the 
death of the wicked“, but had rather they 
would turn and live, turn you from darkneſs 
into His marvellous light, and tranſlate you 
out of the kingdom of ſatan into the kingdom 
of His dear Son. —Sirs, remember you muſt 
be the LokD's or the devil's eternally, there- 
fore chuſe ye whom ye will ſerve, and know 
for certain that The wages of ſin is death, but 
the gift , GoD is eternal life thro JEsus 
CHRIST our Lord (x): 

With reſpect to thoſe who live unto. the 
LORD, I have the authority of a Gop, who 
cannot lie, to tell them they. ſhall die unto 
te LoRD; it is the aſſur'd conſequence of 
luch a life; To be carnally minded is death, but 


—_ 


* EZEEIIT xxxili, 11. (x) ROMANS vi. 23. 


at their departure? You, who are now mourn- 
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to be ſpiritually minded is life and peace (x); ſo 
the Apoſtle ſays in the ſame chapter and 13th 
verſe, 1f ye live after the fleſh ye ſhall die, but 
of ye thro the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the 
bidy ye ſhall live. Above all, they ſhall be the 
Lokp's for ever; here is the happineſs of a 
religious life; well may it be ſaid, Bleſſed are 
the dead that die in the Lox D. Godlineſs hath 
truly not only the promiſe of the life which now 
#5 but that which is to come *; this made the 
Pſalmiſt fay, dark the perfect man and behold 
the upright, for the end of that man is peace (2). 
Well might Balaam pray, Let me die the death 
of the righteouſs, and let my laſt end be like his (u). 

If true believers, whether living or dying, 
are the Lokp's, then why ſhould we grieve 


his dear orphans, who lov'd him with all the 
tenderneſs of filial affection, wherefore ſhould 
you weep? he is now, I truſt, in realms of 


a. 


ing the loſs of an indulgent bi and you, 


— 


„ * 2 


(x) Romany viii. 6. * I. TimoThy iv. 8. 
(2) Ps ALMs xxxvü. 37. (du) NuuzRöS xxili. 70. 


end- 
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endleſs joy; you would not wiſh him back 
gain into a world of trouble, then be com- 
ſorted with this thought, that if ye live unto 
the LoxD, ye ſhall ere long meet him in 
Heaven, never more to part: You have, un- 
doubtedly, in him loſt one who lov'd you d-arer 
than himſelf, whoſe greateſt earthly happineſs 
was to ſee you happy; one, whoſe example 
you will do well to follow, whoſe precepts 
hould be the matter of your obedience, and 
his admonitions the objects of your practice; 
be concern'd then to imitate the pattern he ſet 
before you, that your father's Gop may be 
yur Go! Grant, O Lory ! that inflead of 
the father, the children may riſe up and cull Thee 
Mica. — Think, my dear young friends, how 
often he pray'd with and for you, how earneſt 
he was at the throne of Grace that CHRIST 
might be form'd in you the hope of glory, 
how defirous he was to promote your temporal 
and eternal intereſts, 

How did he, with tears in his eyes, on his 
death-bed, beg for a bleſſing on you and his 
beloved partner and companion, With what 

fervency 


* 
- — — 
fo * — py = 
+ > - * 1 > 
— — — — — — — — 


Ar — 


ny — —— 


— — — — — =. . — 82 2 * 
2 —_ — Fu - "a ind ES has * 
— . — — ——— 

— — 


— 


—— — 


gs CONEOLATIONS OH RELIGION, 


fervency and ardor did he pray that the Sher 
herd of HMhael, who neither ſlumbers- nor ſleeps 


would take each of you under the wings of 


His providential care, and into the arms o 
His protecting love. 

O reflect, you the tender offspring of the 
deceas'd, how frequently he wept over you 
the tears of parental fondneſs and regard 
whilſt your deeply afflicted mother ſat by him 
overwhelm'd with grief, and graſping his trem 
bling hand in her's, now looking on him with 
the heart-felt concern of a loving wife, then 
raiſing up her eyes, ſwoln with tears, to Heaven 


for the continuance of a life dearer than her 


own, then caſting them on you, who, b 
your ſpeechleſs ſorrows, aggravated her woe, 
How affectionately may we reaſonably ſup 
poſe, had his diſorders permitted him, would 
he have taken his /a/? farewel, in terms ſimilar 
to the following; My dear wife, I know that 
& parting work is hard work, I find it ſo; na- 


C ture will prevail; the thoughts of a ſeparation 
© from all that is dear to me on earth ſenſibly 
c affects me, yet nothing but the love I have for 


cc you, 


6 


(6 


be 
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you, and the defire of ſeeing our dear chil- 
Jren do well in the world, or in other words, 
the glory of Gop and the good of fouls com- 
mitted to my charge, could make me wiſh 
to libe; but God's will be done, His time 
maſt be the 5%; I find myielf on the bor- 
ders of the grave, death ſtares me in the 
face, and ſeems to claim me 2s his lawful 
prey, yet, thanks be to Heaven, he appears 


not as an enemy, but a welcome / iend. 


The precious promijes of the goſpel yield me 
unſpeakable c-m/02t in the midſt of the pains 
and anguiſh of diſſolving nature ;—I can, 
(bleſſed be divine Grace) I can »eartiy join 
with the Church in ſaying, Rejoice not againſt 
me, O mine enemy ! when I fall I ſhall ariſe, 
when I fit in darkneſs the LokD ſhall be a 
light unto me; I know that my R-dzemer 


* 


* MICAH vii. 8. 


This and the enſuing addreſſes, ſuppos'd to be the laſt 


words of a real believer, on his death-bed, to his wife and 
children, may ſuggeſt to every diſconſolate widow and fatherleſ- 
orphan many encouraging and comfortable reflections, to aſſuagt 
their grief and moderate their ſorrows, 


H liveth, 
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« liveth, and that He ſhall ſland at the latter day 
& por the earth, and tho after my ſhin worms 
* deſiroy this body yet in my fleſh ſhall I ſee Gon, 
& whom I ſhall ſee for myſelf and not another, 
% thy my reins be canſum'd within me.—l hope 
5 the Goup of ral will be with you, comfort 
e and ſuppart you with the conſolations of His 
« Hoh Spirit, which are neither few nor 
<« ſmall, and be a b»y/band to you when I am 
« no more; I #now He will, for He hath 
ce promis'd to be a father to the fatherl-ſ; and 
« judge of the widow®*; this revives my 
« drooping ſpirits in the views of my diſſolu- 
tion u, O Gop! this promiſe unto 
« Thy ſervant, in which Thou haſt enabled 
„ him to hope. Moſt merciful Father, be 
„ Thou her guide and defence, her rock and 
cc eternal portion. — Vou, my dear children, 
e will ſoon be depriv'd of a father, who [vs 
you beyond expreſſion, to whom you was 
ce ever dear, who has often look'd on and con- 
& vers'd with you with :nward ſatisfaction and 


a — 
CE 


— 


* PSALMS Ixviii. 5. 
« delight; 
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« delight; but fear Gop, and walk in His 
« ways, and He will be more than a father 
„ to you: May He Bleſs, preſerve and keep 


D * 
J « you in the paths of piety and virtue.— 
. « Endeavour all you can to comfort your poor 


« dear mother when J am gone; love her, be 
% dutiſul and obedient to her, for then the 
„ LoRD will deve and bl:fs you. —T ſhall / 
leave you to a wicked and enſnaring world, 
« full of temptations and fraught with iniquity ; 
E « O be mindful of what I have often told 
« you, Seer firſt the kingdom of Gop and His 
* &« righteouſneſs, and all other things ſhall be added 
to BY unto yon. Hate in, and ſhun the f ap- 
jede © pearances of evil; pray daily to your hea- 
be WY © venly Father for His guidance and direction, 
and! © His reſtraining as well as ſaving grace, and 
en, © be affur'd you ſhall not aſk in vain; for He 
« hath ſaid, I love them that love Me, and them 
vis © fat ſeek Me early /ball find Me (x). Take 
on- © care of bad company; avoid it, paſs by it, 
and WW © turn from it and paſs away. If you love 


* MATTHEW vi. 33- (x) PROVERBS viii. 17. 
| # 
ht; H 2 « me, 
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„ me, hear and attend to the laſt words of a 


” CSE” = 
P ö £7 
* 


„dying parent; you have been educated in the 


r 


&« fear and ſervice of your great Creator, whoſe 


& favour alone is %, and taught your duty both 


* to Gop and Man by your pious and worthy 


« mother and myſelf; let not our inſtructions 


ce be thrown away upon you; In all vcur wass 


c acknonoledge Gop, and He will direct bur 


& ſteps; may you be great bleſſings in your 


« day and generation to your ſurviving parent, 
« when my head ſhall be laid in the ſilent duſt. 


e I fee you weep; 'tis, I doubt not, your 


« affection for me, and the thoughts of ſoon 


* parting with one, whoſe tender lode and care 


“ you have had fo many proofs of, that pro- 


&« yoke your tears; but don't give way to 


&« grief, it will only hurt you, and be of no 


de you behind; but Gop Almighty I hope 
« will take you under His protection, and He 
e nb dies; truſt in Him, for He hath ſaid, 
« hen father and mother Hrſale thee I the Lox 
“ will take thee up * ;—I leave you in His 


* nr 


ec benefit to me; I muſt die, I muft leave 


Ps AL us xxvii. 10. 


ce pan, 
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hands. Grant, O Father of mercies! Theu 
moſt worthy Judge eternal, if it be agrec able 
« to Thy holy will, that I may meet my 
% much-lov'd wie, and my dear, dear children, 
« after death, at Thy rignt- hand in glory.“ 
Theſe, or ſuch- like, would have been his 
expreſſions, we may reaſonably ſuppoſe, in the 
views of parting, but his ecch and /t 
both fail'd him for ſome time before he died; 
after having endur'd great pain of body for 
ſeyeral weeks, which frequently depriv'd him 
of his ſenſes, he in a gentle ſlumber breati'd 
out his laſt *. Thus died an indulgent huſ- 
band, a tender ſather, a faithful miniſter, a 
ſincere friend, a wortny maſter, and a real 
chriſtian, who was dear to you when living, 
and whoſe memory will be ever fo to all who 


** 


* Thoſe encouraging words of the Pſalmiſt were his joyful 
meditation day and night, For this Gop is our Gon for eur 
and ever, and will be our guide even unto death. Ps AL. xIvili, 
14,—After having linger'd for ſeveral months under a dropſy 
and the black-jaunders, he ſweetly fell afleep in Is us on 
Tueſday morning, about nine o'clock, the 11th of January, 
1774, and was interred in Bunbill-Fieldts the ſecond Thur da 
following, amidſt weeping thouſancs, 
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knew him. The narrative is melancholy and 0 
affecting; I eaſily forgive your tears, my ſym- 01 
pathizing readers, eſpecially you the congre- wn 
gation of the deceas'd, they are naturally ex- Fe 
cited by the coniideration of the loſs you have tu 


ſuſtain'd in the removal of fo worthy and af- 
fectionate a paſtor, your ſþiritual father, guide 


the weeping relatives, who truly knew his 
worth, while they, in the bitterneſs of their 
ſorrows, anſwer groan for groan. 

You have, tis true, no little cauſe to be- 
wail the death of ſo able an inſtructor in di- 
vine things, one who has been made the happy 
inſtrument of doing ſo much good to your- 
ſelves and others, but you have this reflection 
to mitigate your concern, That the great Head 
of the Church and Biſhop of Souls is able 
far more than to ſupply his place, by His own 
gracious preſence and blefling among you : If 
the LoRD of the vineyard, who ſends Jabourers 
into it at firſt, thinks fit to remove one and 
ahother of His ſervants by death, He will, 
if it is conducive to His own glory and the 

benefit 
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benefit of His people, raiſe up or appoint 
others in their room; He will not leave you 
comfortleſs ; He will over-rule your choice, if 
you implore His guidance, and make all things 
turn out for your good if you feek His face 
and favour diligemly ; only commit your way 
wto the LoR D, and He will (for He hath pro- 
mis'd it) bring it to paſs, 


If Gop you own in all your ways, 

Your Guide he'll ever prove ; 
Peace ſhall attend you all your days, 
And bliſs in realms above. 


Lou, the mourning relic of the deceas'd 
faithful and highly eſteem'd ſervant of IESUs 
CHRIST, you have, undoubted:y, great reaſon to 
adopt that pathetic language, Pity me, O pity 
mel ye my friends, for the hand of the LoRD 
hath touch'd me ; He hath taken away the much- 
loy'd companion of my life, my bofom coun- 
cellor and deareft friend ; bat gentle mourner, 
weep not as one without hope; we will readily 
own your lofs is great, and demands your 
tears, yet you have abandant matter for com- 
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fort under it from the pleaſing aſſurance, That 
the ſame God who hath ſeen fit, in the courſe 


of His all-wiſe Providence, to deprive you of 


one ſo dear, ſo valuable and belov'd, the wor- 
thy object of your beſt earthly affection, and 
the late endearing fellow-parent of now your 
fatherleſs offspring, can and will, if you truſt 
in Him, be more than a huſband or fatizy to 
you and yours, even your Gop, your Guar- 
dian, and eternal All. Rejoice in the animat- 
ing hope, That the loſs you mourn is everlaſting 
gain to the dear deceas'd ; be dumb, and not 
open your mouth, for the LokD in His infinite 
wiſdom hath done it; be reſign'd to the ſtroke, 
and ſay with chriſtian ſubmiſſion and a willing 
compliance, The LokD gave, and the Lord 
hath talen away, bleſſed be the name of ive 
LoxD. 

Wipe, O wipe away your tears my ſriends! 
for our once lov'd and much lamented brother 
in the LoRD is now, i doubt not, happy be- 
yond all obſtacles that might hinder or leſſen 
his felicity; he is but gone a little while be- 
tore, we ſhall all, even the younge/? of us, 

1 


on 
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bon follow him, and I hope join together 
above in inſcribing honour, power and glory 
to Him that fitteth upon the throne, and to 
the LaMB for ever and evermore. 

Permit me to read to you, for your conſo- 
lation and encouragement, the precious words 
of our once dying but now aſcended Lorp, 
when He took leave of His diſciples, juſt be- 
fore His crucifixion ; He knew they would 
erieve at His departure, therefore He addreſſes 
mem in that moving language, Let not yaur 
hearts be troubled, ye believe in Gop, believe 
alſo in Me*; in My Father's houſe are many 
nanſiuns, i it were not fo I would have told you; 
] go to prepare a place for you; and if 1 go to 
frepare a place for yu, I will come again and 
recerve you unto Myje f, that where J am ye may 
le alſo. Verily, verily I ſay unto you, That ye 
ſhall weep and lament, but the world ſhall rejoice; 
and ye ſhall be ſorrawful, but your forrcw ſhall 


—  — 


* Let the afflicted chriſtian read over daily the 14th, 15th, 
16th and 17th chapters of St. Joax's Goſpel, which ſuggeſt 


the greateſt comfort under the greateſt trials and ſufferings he 
can poſſibly meet with here below, = 


be 
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be turned into joy. Theſe things J have ſpoken 
unto you that in Me ye might have peace; in ile 
world ye ſha!l have tribulation, but be f good cheer, 
have overcome the world, 

Nothing but religion and a firm unſkaken 
belief of the accompliſhment of the promiſes 
in the word of Gop can ſupport the ſoul in 
the views of a future ſtate ; reſting by faith 
on CHRIST, the reſurrection and the life, the 
dying chriſtian will ſay with the royal Pſalmiſt, 
Yea, tho I walk thro the valley of the ſhadny 
of death, I will fear no evil, for Thou art with 
me, Thy red and Thy flaff they comfort me“. 
In order to have. an adequate idea of the ſup- 
port faith yields the believer in his moſt trying 


moments, when mortal is putting on immor- 
tality, picture to yourſelves, my friends, one 
of the moſt affecting fcencs that can be exhi- 
bited in nature; A happy pair, whoſe lives are 
bound up in each other, whoſe hearts are 
twin'd together in the bonds of a mutual affec- 
tion, who know no pleaſure but in each other's 


— 


* PSALMS XXill, 4. 
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company and their children's welfare, living 
in love, and walking hand in hand in their 
way to Zion, with their faces thitherward; 
imagine the tender huſband arreſted by the 
hand of death, and taking his laſt farewel of 
his beloved partner and weeping offspring, in 
the words of the late Rev. and ingenious 
Mr. HER VET. | 

I die, my dear children, but Gop, the 
« werlaſting Gop will be with you; tho' you 
* looſe an earthly parent, you have a father in 
Hauen, who lives for evermore ; nothing, 
a n:thing but an unbelieving heart and irreligious 
© life can ſeparate you from the regards of His 
% Providence, from the endearments of His 
& love, Vou, the dear companion of my life, 
you are now the only protector of our orphans; 
„] leave you under a weight of cares, but 
* GoD, who defendeth the cauſe of the widow, 
« GoD, whoſe promiſe is faithfulneſs and truth, 
*GoD hath ſaid 7 will never ledue thee nor 
* forſake thee ® ; this comforts my troubled ſou), 


— 
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„ HEBREWS xiii. 5. 
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et this ſupport the wife of my boſom ; and 
* now, O Father of compaſſions ! into Thy 
* hands I commend my ſpirit : Encourag'd þ 
* Thy promis'd goodneſs, I leave the des 
partner of my cares, who will ſoon be: 
* diſconſolate widow, and my beloved children 
* who will ſoon be fatherleſs orphans, to Th 
« protecting and almighty goodneſs, for Tho: 
e haſt ſaid, Leave thy fatherleſs children, and 

* will preſerve them alive, and let thy wid 
ce truſt in Me. Come, Lord JESUs, con 
& quickly.” 

How animating and. encouraging muſt ſuc 
an end be to. the weeping ſpectators, hoy 
mournfully pleaſing to all around; this is 
death worthy a real chriſtian, and may we! 
be ſtil'd Dying in the LoRD: What can 1: 
commend the doctrines of the goſpel more tha 
beholding ſuch a triumphant exit as this ? 


When pains torment the body, and the fou 
is juſt going io leave the tottering clay, whilſt 
it may be, friends ſorſake, and all things here 


* 


® JEBEM3AR xlix. 11. 


belo 
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blow are inſumcient to yield the leaſt confo- 


lion, fay, my feliow-chriſtians, how reviving 
nut it be to the expiring believer to have ſuch 
;promiſe as this ſent home to his troubled ſoul, 
n the midſt of his dying agonies, Fear thou 
ut, for I am with thee, be not diſmay'd, for 1 
m thy God ; I will ſtrengtben thee, yea I will 
% thee, yea I will uphold thee with the richt- 
4d of Ay righteouſneſs . Come then, all ye 
wo are mourning the Joſs of near and dear 
relatives or friends, and ye who are labouring 
under different diſorders and calamities, come 
ad Draw water of comfort out of theſe wells of 
ſalvation (x). 

Endeavour to live unto the Lox D by im- 
poving every afflictive Providence you meet 
with in this vale of tears to the glory of 
God and the benefit of your immortal fouls, 
from the death of our beloved brother, learn, 
je children, who have pious and indulgent 
parents ſtil] continued to you, to pratfe the 
Lok p for prolonging ſuch ineſtimable bleſſings; 


12 
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* ISAIAH xli. 10. (x) ISAIAH xii. 3. 
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O may it teach you how great is their value, 


and ſet you upon the agreeable conteſt whe 
ſhall be the moſt dutiful and obedient to them 
let your gratitude tor their preſervation appea 
.in your willing and ready obſervance of thei 
commands, and attending to their advice: 
Many have been depriv'd of ſuch even before 
your age, and taught their worth by their 1s; 
then let it be your conſtant aim to pleaſe your 
parents, love, honour, obey and ſerve them 
fo ſhall you prove their greateſt comforts here 
below, gain the eſteem of all around you, anc 
above all, be approv'd of by your Maker 
who hath ſaid, Honour thy father and mother 
that thy days may be long in the land which th 
LorD thy Gop giveth thee &. 

See, from the words before us, how fat 
ſuperior are the advantages of the chriſlian tc 
the ſuppos'd enjoyments of the wicked and 
ungodly; how ſhould it excite us to go 0 
our way rejoicing, tho" the fig-tree ſhould 10 
bloſſom, and there ſhould be no fruit en ti! 


* EXODUS xx. 12, 
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due, tho” the labour of the olive ſhould fail, 
and the field ſhould yield no meat, tho' trials, 
troubles and diſtreſs are our portion in this 
life, being well aſſur'd that no evil ſpringeth 
wt of the ground, nor forrow out of the duſt, 
but all is by the appointment or permiſſion of 
infinite wiſdom, who cannot err, and intended 
for our greateſt good: What! is there evil 
in a city, and the Lok p hata not done it? 
no, my dear friends, it is H need be, ye are in 
havineſs thro manifold temptations * ; For theje 
abt affliftions, which are but for a moment, (that 
s, in compariſon with eternity) /hall (if ye 
he unto the Lok PD) work cut for you a far 
mire exceeding and eternal weight of glory (x). 
Happy, thrice happy believers! your God is 
de LoxD, the Holy One of Iſrael is your 
King; to Him you may come at all times 
vith holy freedom and pour out your hearts 
before Him; the more earneſt you are, the 
more acceptable, and the oftner, the more 
welcome. You may, in every danger and 


1 — 
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J. PrTEIM i. 6. (x) II. Cox ix TRHIARS iv. 17. 
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tempta:ion, look unto Jesus as your friend, 
your deliverer and ſhield; for He is ſtil'd, 2 
hiding- place from the ſtorm, a covert from the 
tempeſt, as rivers of water in a dry place, and 
as the ſhadow of a great rock in a wearr 
land; in Him you may truſt, on Him you 
may depend, and thro' Him you ſhall be ſay' 
from the wrath to come; For whether living 9 
dying ye are the LORD's. 

But O unhappy, wretched, and miſerable 
ſinner | thou hait no refuge to fly to in a time 
of trouble, nothing to diſſipate the gloom of a 
dying bed, no promiſe to reſt on, no righte- 
oOuſneſs to appear in, and without a Saviour 
to plead thy cauſe, thus living and dying thou 
art the devil's ; thou ſhalt cry in thine aMiction 
to Gop, but He will laugh at thy calamity, an! 
mock when thy fear cometh, How terrible mul! 
it be to die in the expectation of being ſoon 
judg'd and condemn'd by Him who hath de- 
clar'd, He will viſit the iniguities of the fatbers 
upon the children unto the third and fourth genera- 
tion of them that hate Him, and keep not Hu 


con- 


{I 
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cmmandments *, They may well adopt that 
melancholy aſſertion, I Hall ſee Him, tut not 
nw, J. ſha!l behold Him, but nat nigh{x). 

May the gracious and compaſſionate JEHovAats 
enable you and J, Reader, to live ſo now, 
that when we come to ſtruggle with the 
laſt enemy of nature, we may have nothing 
to do but to die; having fought the good fight, 
may we finiſh our courſe with triumph, in the 
pleaſing hopes of a glorious reſurrection, and 
bz receiv'd by our exalted Saviour into thoſe 
bliſsful regions, Where all tears ſball be wip'd 
avay from our eyes, and Gop in CHRIST be cur 
aerlaſting portion |, "There may we all, when 
death is ſwallow'd up in victory, have a joyful 
meeting with the ſaints in light, to ſpend an 
cternity in praiſe. Amen, and Amen. 


[EY ä 


* ExoDus xxxiv, 7. (x) NumBERs 24. 17. 


| The Author acknowledges the foregoing Addreſs to be 
mitten on the Principles of Carvin, but as tis every 
where corroborated and ſupported by Scripture Proofs, preſumes 


* will not be objected to by the ſerious Chriſtian for being 
orthodox, 
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AN 
ORIGINAL PAINTING; 


Or a STRIXING LIkENESss of 


One who truly lives unto the LoRp. 


Ker. 
Drawn from the 
SACRED WRITINGS; 
Which Ar ſhould 


Endeavour to Reſemble in Life and Converſation. 


In this ſmall portrait all may ſee 
What all are not but all Su be. 


E is God's ſervant, the world's maſter, 
and an honeſt man; his Creator is his 
father, the Church his mother, the Saints his 
brethren, and all that need him his friends ; 
Heaven is his inheritance, the Redeemer his 
kinſman, the Holy Spirit his guide, and the 
Bible his companion; Religion is his ſtudy, 
Prayer his delight, Meditation his amuſement, 
| 33. - and 
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and Godlineſs with Content his greateſt pain; 
Devotion is his chaplain, Humility his dreſe, 
Chaſtity his chamberlain, Sobriety his butler, 
Temperance his cook, Hoſpitality his hou. 
keeper, Providence his ſteward, Charity his 
treaſurer, Benevolence his diſpoſition, and 
Circumipection his porter to keep the door of 
his lips, words and actions ©, But o be more 
particular, 


The religious man above deſcrib'd, daily 
prays to his heavenly Father, who ſeeth in 
ſecret, and who, he is well aſſur'd, will hereafter 
reward him openly (z); view him in his public 
devotions, and you'll behold. him attentive and 


devout, hearty in his petitions, fincere in his 
acknowledgments, and joyful in his praiſes (); 
in his family he is. always chearful, good- 
natut'd, affable and diſcreet, endeavouring, by 
his conduct, to approve himſelf a real chriſtian, 


to his Gop, his own conſcience, and all around 
him. 


— 


* James iii, 13. (S) Mar TRE vi. 18. 


() PsaLMs Ixxxvi. 12. 
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In the buſineſs or employment he is call'd to, 
ne is diligent, active and aſſiduous; honeſt in 
his dealings, punctual in the performance of 
his engagements, and faithful to his promiſes, 
not forgetting the golden rule, To do as he 
would be done by, that uprightneſs and in- 
tegrity may preſerve him *. 

In his charity to the diſtreſt, he is liberal 
without oſtentation, and benevolent without 
profuſeneſs, not grudgingly or of neceflity, 
but as his circumſtances will admit, and with 
readineſs and pleaſure, knowing that Gop 
loves a Chearful giver ; he feels for the misfor- 
tunes of others with a generous ſympathy and 
compaſſion, making a proper diſtinction between 
a objects and the undeſerving, while he 
beſtows his bounty on the firſt in ſuch a man- 
ner as doubles it's value, and if I may ule the 
expreſſion, ſanctifies the gift (2). 

View him in company, he is pleaſant, ſo- 
ciable and entertaining; humble without mean- 
neſo, candid in his opinion, modeſt without 


* PSALMS xxv, 21. (2) I. PzrII lv. 8, 9, 1c. 
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baſhfulneſs, and in his whole converſation and 
behaviour deſirous to recommend the practice 


of virtue and religion “. 


In his diverſions, he is wiſe in his choice 
of ſuch as are innocent in themſelves, and 
hurtful to none; partaking of them at proper 
times, and making them always ſubſervient to 
their chief end and deſign, the recreation of 
his body, relaxation of his mind, or the im- 
provement of his underſtanding (z). 

Let every reader, after attentively ſurveying 
the foregoing draught, put his hand on his 
heart and enquire, Am J the man? if thou 
art, I give thee joy, continue ſuch and be 
happy; if thou art not, carneſtly beg of | 
Gob to enable thee to be ſuch, and may thy 
requeſt ſpeedily be granted, 


® I, CopiNTHIANS x. 31. 


(r) Of ſuch are reading, walking, riding, fiſhing, and 
converſe with a few ſeleR friends, 
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A SOLENN 


EJACULATION 


For the Darrty Us E of the 


SERIOUS CHARATATIAN 
In His Private Retirements, 


AND 


Suited to the foregoing CHARACTER. 


TERNAL, unchangeable, and ever- 
preſent Gop ! I believe that Thou art, 

and that Thou art the rewarder of all thoſe 
who diligently ſeek Thee; as a creature of 
Thy power, a dependant on Thy good Provi- 
dence, and a living monument of Thy. ſparing 
mercy I bow myſelf before Thy ſacred foot- 
ſtool, to adore, to bleſs and magnify Thy 
holy name. I come as a poor Joſt and undone 
ſinner to Thee for pardon, righteouſneſs, and 
eternal life; Lord Gop Almighty have mercy 
upon me, and ſhew me Thy ſalvation. O 
Thou that heareſt and anſwereſt prayer, liſten- 
I 4 to 


5 
? 1 
| 
1 
. 4 
* * , 
2 
1 
bg f 
— 
=_ 
t-- 
= : 
* 
»Þ 
ol! 
oP. | 
* 
ay 
+% 
„ 
2 
13 


15 

i 

+8 
. 
1 
i 
! 

- Bi 

* 
. 

"BH 

' g 
„ 
* 


] 
; 
| 


- — 
— 


120 A SOLEMN EJACULATION, 


to the voice of my ſupplications; ſend me not 


empty away, but grant me the riches of Thy 
grace, a token of Thy love in and thro' Thy 
beloved Son JesuUs CHRIST, who alone took 
away ſin by the ſacrifice of Himſelf; orant 
me a well-grounded faith in Him as my 
Saviour and Almighty Friend, and enable 
me to evidence the reality of it by an holy 
life and converſation. May Thy Bleſſed Spirit 
lead and guide me in the right way, ſandlify 
me throughout, and teach me to love, ſerve 
and obey Thee with my whole heart, for 
in keeping Thy commands there is an exy 
ceeding great reward. 

Tho' I may have liv unto the fleſh in times 
paſt, heavenly Father forgive it, and enable me 
for time to come to live unto Thee; let 
me die to ſin daily, that I may not die for it 


eternally ; fit and prepare me for all Thy will 


and pleaſure, Keep me, O God of compaſiion 
in all my ways ; guide me by Thine unerring 


council, and afterwards receive me into glory, 


for CHRIsT's ſake. Amen. 
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. Meditations 
AMONG THE TOMBS. 


Written in BUNB1LL-FIELDs.. 


-= =- - Onmnes una manet nox 
Et calcanda ſemel via lethi, Hor. 


S all alone I ſlowly tread. 
> Theſe peaceful manſions of the dead, 


And caſt around my wand'ring eyes, 
New monuments ſucceſſive riſe, 
And ſeem t' addreſs me in the following terms, 5 


% Man, know ere long thou muſt be food for 
worms “. 


* The different meaſures in this Poem are intended to 
prevent a too great ſameneſs of verſe, common to thoſe Poems 
in particular written on religious ſubjects, which often, for 
want of variety in —_— appear dull, formal and infpid, 


P «6 Thy 
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. „Thy time is ſhort, and few thy days, The 
i „Go home and mourn thy ſinful ways; Of « 
74 The greateſt danger waits delays, The 
if The pre/ent fleeting hour alone 10 por 
| h « Is all that thou can'ſt call thy own; Her 
1 6 Another thou may'ſ never ſee; Wit 
, 1 6 The next is in eternity.“ Whi 
91 „ Be to improve your chief endeavour, A 
bi. « Your moments paſt are gone for ever. 15 I 
WW. Each ſculptur'd ſtone I penſive view, The 
-| Proclaims that declaration true ; Wh 
. All ſoon or late reſign their breath, we 
N. As victims of relentleſs death; * 
; But why ? 20 An 
. For Gop hath ſaid, who cannot lie, Th 
The ſoul that fins ſhall ſurely die “. W: 


Unnumber'd graves in this extenſive ground, 

Of every length and every age are found ; 

Tho! life's precarious, certain is our doom, 2; 

* For cradles rock us nearer to the tomb (2).” 
Here, mould'ring into native clay 

With infants but of yeſterday, 


* Grnzs18 iii. 19. EzEXK II xvili. 4. 

{z) Our birth is nothing but our death begun, | 
As (apers waſte that inftant they take fire, Fons. 

The 


IC 


10. 
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The hoary head (in ſilence lies) 
of once the famous learn'd and wiſe, 30 
The good Sebaſtin, who was late renown'd. 
For every virtue which in man is found, 
Here young and old, the rich and poor, 
Without diſtinction, reſt ſecure ; 
Whilſt o'er theſe ſpacious dreary plains 35 
4 ſolemn death-like ſtillneſs reigns. 
In yonder tomb the fair //mena's laid, 
That virtuous, lovely and engaging maid ; 
Whoſe pious conduct and unblemiſh'd mind 
Were ſure a pattern for her ſex deſign'd ; 40 
In whom they might (at every view) behold. 
An AngePs form, cho' in a human mould, 
Thrice happy fair one ! whoſe angelic face 
Was greatly heighten'd by internal grace; 
Who was on earth by all her friends approv'd, 45 
And dy'd lamented, as ſhe liv'd belov'd. 


Death ſpoils the fineſt beauty nature ever gave ; 
While mental charms alone furvive the mould'ring 
grave. 
Thence learn, ye Virgins, whoſe aſſiduous 
1 


ls to be handſome, beautiful and fair, 50 
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To leave theſe vain purſuits and only prize 

That laſting fame of being truly wiſe (þ) : 

As thro' the fields I wander, on the right 

A lofty monument attracts my fight, 

Rais'd to the mem'ry of a valiant man“, 55 

Who form'd his actions on religion's plan, 

And tho' poſſeſt of honors, joyful laid them down, 

In hopes t' obtain (thro' Grace) an endleſs heav'nly 
crown. 

Hence learn ye Great and noble of the earth, 
"The higheſt titles add no real worth, 60 
Think not, O man! that thou art truly great, 
Becauſe thou haſt perhaps a large eſtate ;. 

Or may'ſt the greateſt earthly honors bear, 

For too, too many thus miſtaken are; 

But let your virtuous actions daily prove, 65 
You truly merit univerſal love (2): 


(5) PRxOVxRBS iii. 13, to the 18th verſe. 
Lorenzo! read with me Narciſſa's ſtone, 
let us read 
Her meral ſtone, few doctors preach ſo well; 
Few orators ſo tenderly can touch | 


The feeling heart, 
Virtue, not rolling ſuns, the mind matures, YouXxG, 
The Governor of Fort St. George. 2 


(n) Virtue alone outbuilds the pyramide, 
Her monuments ſhall laſt when Egypr's fail. YouNG, 


« Greatne(s 


M 
5 


Go 


ls 
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« Greatneſs-alone in virtue's underſtood (z), 
« None's truly great but he who's truly good (z) ”, 


Now let me into yonder vault deſcend 
Where Theren lies, my dear and much lov'd 
friend; 70 

Who needed not the tombſtone's flatt'ring lays, 

(Vain panegyricks of poſthumous praiſe, 

Well ſtil'd the chiſſel's ſlender help to fame) 

To tell his virtues, or his worth proclaim; 

por theſe Kill live indelibly impreſt, 7 

On each ſurvivor's {\ mpathiziug breaſt; 

While in the tender years of early youth, 

The ſacred writings were his guide to truth, 

True godly wiſdom he, alone purſu'd, 

And fin as his moſt deadly foe ſubdu'd. 80 

On Chriſt.alone by faith his ſoul rely'd, ' 

And as a real chriſtian liv'd and dy d: 

May thoſe who now his deep felt loſs bemoan, - 

By imitation make his life their own, | 
By Theron's ſide is laid his tender wife, 8 

Late the chief joy and comfort of his life, 


(2) Heart-merit wanting, mount we e're ſo high, 
Our height is but the gibbet of our name, Vox. 


4) Non emne quod micat aurum eſt, - 


Who 
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Who by her mental virtues gain'd his heart, Wi 


By: 
Tri 
Fin 
Ye 


And in his griefs and pleaſures bore a part; 


Thrice happy pair, bleſt from above, 

United by a mutual love, 90 

Who while on earth together ſpent their days 

In fearing Gop and walking in His ways, 

All tranſient ſublunary bliſs, in vain 

With there's could be compar'd ; 

Who knew no happineſs, nor felt no pain, 95 

But what each other ſhar'd. | 

May each ſurviving married pair, 

Such laſting peace together ſhare ; 

Thus may they live, and when this life is o'er, 

Together meet in Heav'n, to part no more. 100 
From Theron's vault I lonely ſtray, 

O'er num'rous heaps of mould'ring clay, 

While crouded tombſtones line the devious 

way: 

Within that yonder new erected tomb, 

Amidſt death's dreary filent cypreſs gloom, 105 

The pious G:11's interr'd, that man of Gop, 

Who lately bore th Almighty's chaſt'ning rod 


K — 


* R ... Man but dives to death, 
Dives from the ſun, in fairer day to riſe, 
The grave bis ſubterranean road to bliſs, Vouxc. 


With 


90 


00 
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With chriſtian fortitude, upheld alone 

By faith in CHRIS, the great foundation ſtone (+), 

Truſting in whom he left this mortal tage, 110 

Finiſh'd his courſe with joy advanc'd in age; 

Yet ſtill continues by his works to preach, 

The goſpel's doctrines, and it's miſt'ries teach (2) ; 

Proves how the ſinner is thro? Grace forgiven (5), 

And to admiring thoufands, ſhows the way to 

Heaven. 115 

O may his readers by his writings taught, 

Count all their earthly frail enjoyments nought; 

Deſpiſing honours, titles, wealth and fame, 

As droſs, for pardon thro? a Saviour's name (x). 


(n) I. Con id rnAxsõ iii. 11. 


(%) Alluding to his body of divinity, &c. very pious and 
learned publications. | 
(b) EruxsTA Ms il 5. (x) PHILIPHIANS iii, 8. 
A pardon bought with blood, with blood divine, Younc, 
Here will I reſt, and build my hopes, 
Nor. murmur at his rod; 
He's more than all the world to me, 
My health, my life, my Cop. 
. Whom bave I in Heaven but Thee, and there is none upon earth 
ny ſoul wvould deſire beſides Thee, PSAL MA Ixxili, 2 5. 
The ſpring of life eſſential dwells in Thee, 
And in thy light we pureſt light ſhall ſee. 
Tz ayre's Four Laſt Things. 
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Beneath this ſtone a lovely youth is laid, 120 
Who ſerv'd his Maker, and his laws obey'd, 0 
Who early walk'd in wiſdom's ſacred ways, Affl 


And liv'd and dy'd proclaming I Es us' praiſe (g). 

O may thoſe youths who now in pleaſure roll, 
And whelm'd in folly, act without controul, 12; 
Paſling this way (by vagrant fancy led, 


Lonxp with triumph and refignation.ä— The following lines, 


To view theſe gloomy regions of the dead) Wh 
. While haply reading of ſo young a date, Th 
Be warn'd to purpoſe ere it proves too late, Fn 
To think in earneſt of a future ſtate. 130 | 
Ye proud,.ambitious, wealthy, young and gay, _ (7 
Who drink the ſpirit of the golden day, I; 
„ And triumph in exiſtence,” come with me To 
And in the mould'ring corps your picture ſee, An 
What you and all muſt ſoon or later be. 135 I. 
Ye blooming Virgins, beautiful and fair, Te 
To theſe abodes, this place of ſkulls repair, I 
And learn how frail the charms of beauty are. 
C]) William Saville, a young man bringing up for the mi- * 
niſtry, who died in the 21ſt year of his age, rejoicing in the 


written by the Author of this Treatiſe, are engrav'd on his tomb; 


Thrice happy Youth ! thou now can'ſ tell 
What pleaſures with thy Saviour dwell, 
What joys are for the ſaints in ſtore 
At God's right-hand for evermore, 
| Come 
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Come ye in health, who neither know 


Affliction, trouble, pain or woe, 149 
). And ſee from every tomb around (a), 
l, MI (With which theſe dreary realms abound) 
25 No age or ſtation 13 ſecure, 


No art a moment can inſure, | 
| When death has got his warrant ſeal'd, 145 
8 The youngeſt, healthieſt, all muſt yield. 


The mould'ring grave, man's dernier peaceful 
| home, 


(To which lone manſion all muſt ſurely come) 

|; but a road to realms of joy above, 

| To the bleſt objects of th' Almighty's love; 130 
And death a ſleep *, from which they joyful riſe 

Io everlaſting bliſs beyond the ſkies (z). 

| To thoſe who treat the goſpel with diſdain, 

ie 

8, 


vill prove an inlet to eternal pain; 


1—»-— 


1) Thoſe fear death leaſt who think upon it moſt, Trary. 


Make then, while yet you may, your God your friend; 
j And learn with equal caſe to ſleep or die. Pourazr. 


(z) The wiſe and good however, certain bliſs 
In the next life awaits ; | 
Where all the juſt, departed hence, enjoy 


@ Delights eternal, and which never cloy, Dr. Tx ary. 


K. For 
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For ſinners, dying in their ſins, will go 155! 
From every vain enjoyment here below 


To realms of night and never-ending woe (2). 
Then hear, frail man, the ſolemn call, 

Religion's voice, addreſt to all, | 

« Prepare for death, temptation fly, iGo 

« For know, O Mortal! All muſt die. N 
To this laſt home of man, theſe mournful plains, 

Where death all-conq'ring unmoleſted reigns, 

I lately ſaw (while tears my grief betray'd) 

The worthy HiTcain's laſt remains convey'd 165 

And ſafe depoſited in yonder ſhrine, 


While weeping thouſands join'd their tears with A 
mine (x). * T 
Rs — 8 7 
(2) Since we can die but onee, and after death A 
Our ſtate no alteration knows, T 
But when we have refign'd our breath, 
Th' immortal ſpirit goes 
To endleſs joys or everlaſting woes 
Wife is the man who labours to ſecure | 1 
That mighty and important ſtak e, : 
And by alf methods firives td make : 
His pallage ſafe and his reception fare, PomrartT, | 
® PSALMS Ixxxix, 48. | = 


All ſhould be ephets to themſelves; foreſee 
Rs 5 


The thought of death alone the fear ros. Povxc. 
* As theuſands lord bm living, thouſente mourn'd his death, 


Twaz 
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'Twas here below his daily conſtant aim 
| T' advance the glories of his Saviour's name, 
And boldly publiſh to a ſinful race 179 
The wondrous offers of redeeming grace.: 
His faithful labours Gop did well approve, 
bo And now, I doubt not, to evince His love, 
Hath call'd him home to dwell in realms above. 
ns, Thrice happy ſaint! thy warfare's o'er, 175 
And thou haſt gain'd that bliſsful ſhore * 
To which thou'ſt thouſands taught the way; 
65 Welcome to realms of endleſs day (2). 
Is death the common lot of all mankind ? 
ich And muſt the body be ere long conſign'd 180 
To worms and rottenneſs within the tomb, 
— Till the laſt ſolemn trumpet bids us riſe, 
And with aſcending millions, mount the ſkies, 
To hear the judge pronounce our endleſs doom ? 
Hence, then, ye giddy, thoughtleſs mortals, 
learn 183 
To make eternity your chief concern; 
Your time is daily leſs'ning, death is near, 
r. The awful 1 will ſoon appear, 


0 Death — to cure; we Fall, we — we reign; 
From mortal ſetters deathleſs freedom gain 
To God's elect, (when earthly troubles coaſe :) 
This King of terrors is the Prince of peace. 
(n) See the Gracious Warning, lately publiſh'd, 
5 G When 
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32 POETICAL MEDITATIONS. 


When every one ſhall by their deeds be try'd, 
The wicked doom'd to hell, the Right'ous glo- 
rify'd *. 190 


te Unthinking man, whoſe moments quickly fly, 


| Wakes but to ſleep again, and lives to die; 
And when this preſent fleeting life is o'er, 
Man dies to live, and lives to die no more. 


— 


—_ — — 


'® Lo! now there does no place remain 
For penitence-and tears, but all 
Muſt by their actions ſtand or fall; 
To hope for pity is in vain: 
The dye is caſt, and not to be recal'd again, Pour tr. 
Rev. xx. 14. 


ce When I look on the tombs of the great, ſays Mr, Appisox, 
cc every emotion of envy dies in me; when I read the epitaphs 
ce of the beautiful, every inordinate deſire goes out; when [ 
te meet with the grief of parents on a-tomb-ſtone, my heart 
« melts with compaſſion z when I ſee the tombs of parents 
cc themſelyes, I conſider the vanity of grieving for thoſe whom 
« we meſt quickly follow; when I ſee Kings lying by thoſe 
cc who depos'd them, when I behold rival wits plac'd fide by 
« ſide, or the holy men that divided the world with their 
« conteſts and diſputes, I reflect with ſorrow and aſtoniſhment 
« on the little competitions, factions and debates of mankind; 
« when I read the ſeveral dates of thoſe who died as yeſterday, 
d and ſome fix hundred years ago, I conſider that Great Day 
« when we ſhall all of us be cotemporaries, and make our 
6 appearance together. 


For wwe muſt all appear before the judgment-ſeat of Cnz187, 
RoMANS xiv, 10. 


F INIS 


